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·at1\icago(lribunt 
~}fh,~,~gaq war.lasMd 
~ear1yaslongas WWII? 

, .: ': ", 

8~ Kenneth Janda ' Lincoln; he said: "Major:ctlm~ 
bat operations in Iraq have' 

.T' " ,~, ',.e,u~it,e,~" Sta,tes, ~"a"sbee, n, ended. In the battle; of Iraq;the 
,; . JJghtIng m Iraq SilIlce " '. United States and our allies ' ' 

, , ,", Mar,ch 19,.2003~,,,,,hen Pr"1- hilVe prevailed." 
sideI,lt Bqsh laun,cheg 0p«;:lr- ,,' During those 44 days, 140 
ation Iraq~ Freedom W'ithair ,Americans died in thesuccElSS-
s:\:rlk,es aga'i.J;1,st:8aghdad. Mon.." fuleonflict called OpeFatiop. 
~a¥m!ITkstb,e p4~thAayqf Iraqi Freedom. In the 1,200, . 
tJ:ieJr~qi conflict. By that reck- . ,dilYs since, hOWever, morce than 
ori$g;Americanstrpopswil12,400 Americans have died in 
Ifaye foughtJn Iraq for asJong Iraq;, " , " 
as they f.ought G~rmany in . ' S6 it does not quite seem ' 
World War II, ' .,,', ' ,rightto declare thewar in Iraq 

Qur war agamst GermanY over on May 1, 2003." '.,',' 
la,stedl,245 days, from D«;:lc; ii, ". Already, the war in Iniq bas , 
i94,1,'(when,bothnations,de, " goneon,as long, as the War, " 
c1aredwar),untllMay,8, 1945. ~gainstGermahy (and Ita1y; 

, O)ll'war agairi§tJapanrrom" which surrenderedeven,earli- f 

DeC. '7, 1941, until Aug. 15; 1945~ er), andit seems destined i'o , 
lasted solnewhat'longer.'l,348 last even longer than the three; 
days. '; , ,,' ,: C:;,' years, eight months, ,and nine 
,SoonEl,cannoty~ts~ytJ:iat. d~s needed to defeat Japan. , 
the war in Ir~qhasbeen:longer 'Nov.25,theSaturdaylU'ter," 
t1:l,anWorld Warn. ; ", ' " ,'; ", Thanksgiving, willmarkth,e': 
'Byanolher reckoning, the;. 1,348thd,ay ofArp.,ericanm- ' , 

w.y, in Ir!:icij8alfe~9,X ()y~, wlvem.ent in tb~Jraqi coriflict. 
hav'in&Jasted .on:Iy.44tlays. ,'j It is not a date to celebrate. 
According to President Bush, it 
ended on May 1,20.0.3, when,,' , Kenneth Janda is a profess~r. 
s1:al;1dlngontliedec:l\:of th,e ail::- emeritusof political scient;f(.a:t .... 
cr~t carrl~.P'.§,~:A"~~h~~;. , Northwestern UniversitY.".? ~_ 


