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refiected in papers delivered at the 1979 IPSA Congress.
Commenting on the cumulative growth in political knowledge since
1350y Vadim Semyonov noted that

the development of political science is characterised by

the tendency towards more extensive comparative analysis cf
political processes taking place in countries belonging to

different social systems and following different
socio-political orientations.[17]
Interest in this type of comparative analysis among Soviet
scholars is seen in the paper by Artemy Sergiyevs who sets forth
a model! involving the basic factors "determining the pattern and
state of a given political system"[{18] and calls for developing

means for processing information to test such models:

Without suitable means for processing political
informations particularly computerised information systems,
Wwithout application of comprehensive qualitative and

quantitative analysiss and of scientific simulationy it is
difficult to take 3ccount of the factors and forces

operating in the political spheres to survey the entire
broad picture of political events and forces in their
extremely complex interactionss 2and to see the trends in
their developmentsy is.ces to have 3 clear idea of the

situation and to forecast its deveiopment.[191]

The existence of comparable daté on large numbers of
countries from different regions of the worldsy <contrastina
political systemss and varying Ssocioeconomic levels helps
provide the variation to test macro political theories. The
first such data setss such as A Cross=Polity Suryey (1963) by
Banks and Robert Textor and the World Handbook of Political and
Social Indicators (1964) by Russett et 3ales were valiant
attempts to score more than 100 nations on national attributes
at a single point in time. Since those wearly studiesy

cross-national research has progressed to studying nations over
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time 2as well as over spsaces to scoring volatile national events
as well as more stable nationsl attributesy to analyzing dyadic
reiationships between pairs of nationss and to focusing on

organizations within nations as well as the nations themselves.

Cne cross-national data set on organizations in the
Consortium holdings involves 158 political parties in 53 nations
from 10 cultural regions of the world (study 7534). These data

can be used to answer a variety of questions concerning party

organization and party effectiveness in different types of
countries. One study based on those data found that parties!
chances of survival varied grestly across regionse. Moreovers

the regions differead in the causes of party terminztion, whether
"voluntary" due to splits or mergerss or "involuntary™ due to
government repression. Table 2 provides the data for the
original 158 parties existing between 1950 and 1962 plus 50
parties founded after 1962.[20]1 All ten of the parties in the
tastern <turopean sample (Albanias Bulgarias GDRs Hungarys and

the USSR) continued to 1979y as did 84 percent of the 75 parties

in 18 "Western"™ countriese. Except for South Americas party
mortality in the other regions was quite highs with fewer than
30 percent of African parties fasting untii 1979, The few

parties that terminated in the Western countries tended to do so
voluntarilys compared to the involuntary disappearance of
parties in Central Americas which is far less hospitable to

party survival than South America.



TABLE 2: Percentage Distribution of 208 Political Parties Existing

during 1950-78 by Fate in 1979, by Regions of the World

Parties Parties Terminated

Region N Continuing Voluntarily Involuntarily Total
Anglo-American Culture Area 23 83% 13% 4% 100%
West Central Europe 24 79 16 4 100
Scandinavia and Benelux 28 89 11 — 100

All “Western” countries 75 84 14 2 100
South America 20 95 5 — 100
Central America and Caribbean 26 58 8 34 100

All Latin America 46 74 6 21 100
Asia and the Far East 50 50 24 27 101
Eastern Europe 10 100 — — 100
Middle East and North Africa 20 55 15 30 100
West Africa 19 26 21 52 100
Central and East Africa 12 33 25 42 100

Africa South of the Sahara 31 29 22 49 100
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As suggested by the two data sets discussedy, this one on
political parties and the other on nationss the <cross—-national
data available in the Consortium's holdings exhibit a rich
diversity in coverage as well as methods. In realitys, the count
of 50 studiess, which is the number of study codes Jisted in the
Guide under "cross=nationals™ seriously underestimates the
cross-national data holdings in the Consortium. The subject
index omits mapy entries that belong under the cross-nationsal
designations These omissions can be illustrated with reference
to Table 3y which apportions the 50 cross—-nationzal studies in

the 1979-1980 Guide across the archival categories.

There is a total of 40 studies listed under <category III,
"Conflicts Aggressions Violences Wars," in the 1679-1980 Guides
(This is an increase of 3 over the 37 listed in the 1977-1978
edition.) Table 3 discloses that 12 of the 40 3are cross—-nationsal
in nature. A careful count of these 40 entries shows that at
least 23 and not 12 should be indexed as "cross-national."[21]
There seems to be no explanation for the omissions other than
oversichts for pg study was identified as cross national when it
was nots The consequence of these omissions is to underestimate
the number of cross-national studies. Because the omissions
appear to stem from random errors we can regard the 50 data sets
as a samplie of the larger population of cross national studies

and assess the characteristics of the sample, As shown in Table



TABLE 3: Distribution of ICPSR Cross National Studies by

Categories for 50 Studies in 1979-1980 2

Number
I. Census Enumerations: Historical and Contemporary 1
Population Characteristics

B. Nations Other Than the United States . . . . 1

ITI. Conflict, Aggression, Violence, Wars 12
A. Conflict and Stability Within Nations . . . 9
B. Conflicts Between and Among Nations . . . . 3

VIII. Governmental Structures, Policies and Capabilities  :
B. Public'Policy Indicators and Outputs . . . . 1

X. Instructional Packages and Computer Programs 5

XI. 1International Systems: Linkages, Relationships, Events 14
A. Dyadic, Small Group Interaction, Events . . 2
B. International Organizations . . . . . . . . 3
C. Structural Characteristics of the System . . 3
D. Alliances and Military Affairs . . . . . . . 6

XIV. Mass Political Behavior and Attitudes 2
B. Political Participation . o &' ‘s e'le o & w @ X
D, Political Paxrties . ' & %'irs Wililes s W el

XVI. Social Indicators 14
B. Nations Other Than the United States . . 14

XVII. Social Institutions and Behavior 1
D. Agerand the Life Cycle « i ¢ & ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢« o o 1

50

a
These studies are described in the Appendix to this paper.
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3, most cross—-national data sets in the Consortium's holdinags
fall into three categoriest: III, XIs and XVI. We will examine

these data sets more closely.

Ill. Conflict, Aggressions Violences Warsi These 12
studies divide into 9 pertaining to <conflict and stability
within nations and only 3 dealing with conflict between naticons.
We will review the larger groups leaving the reader to determine
the nature of the other three from the computer printout in the
Appendixs All nine contain data on some form of domestic strife
or conflict (riotss strikesy, turmoil, assassinationss etc.)
across many countries. The studies differ mainly in their
conceptualizations of conflict and in the sources used. Most
involve from 80 tc 100 countries scored mainly from the 1950s
through the late 1960sy, although one goes back as far as 1919,
Most of the data have been generated from the works of Ivo
Feierabena and Ted Gurr in analyzing the causes of violence

across nations.

XI. Ipterpational systems: The 14 studies wunder this

heading deal with jipterpatiopal rather than c¢ross=-pnatigpnal

analysesy but the nation figures in each as a basis of
observation. Looking at the 6 studies under "Alliances and
Military Affairss™ we find that each contains data on some
aspects of military expenditures for at least 120 countries.

These data focus on a more recent time periods 1960 to 1970s and
one study extends as far back as 1948, Most of these data
originate in the work of Ruth Sivard and in publications of the

UeSe Arms Disarmament Agency.
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XVI1s. 30¢ial Ingicalors: The 14 studies wunder this
heading are gquite diverse. Their common thread is a concern
with socials economicy or political attributes of nations. Most
studies contain all three types of variables. Most cover the
time period 1950 to 1970s and three are true time seriess one
extending from 1815 to 1973. The number of nations covered
varies greatiy. One focuses on 17 Asian nations and another on
32 in Black Africa. All of the others contain observations on
upwards of 100 nationss. Prominent contributors of these data

sets are Bankss Russetty and Charles Taylor and Michael Hudson,

These <cross-national data sets have been invoived in
literaliy hundreds of scholarly publicationss ocnly a small
portion of which were authored by the principal investigators,
Through the distributional capabilities of the Consortium,
scores of data sets have been sent to students and scholars
across the worlde These data then are used to answer different
questions from those on the agenda of the original investigator,
In this ways the data archiving function of the Consortium

extends the reach of scholiarly inquiry.

Copclyusion
There are definite limits to the capacity of data archives
to acquires processs and distribute information on demand.

Archiving has become a complicated and very costly activity. It
seems that the more significant the data sety, the more difficult
and expensive it is to archive. We should not expect the
difficulties of scholarly inquiry to disappear with the advent

of comprehensive social science data archivese. Archives are
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important to social science mainly because they allow us to
become engaged with the study of grander problems by building on
the efforts of others who have 1{iabored to <collect and share
their data. When linked across nationss data archives loom even

more important to social science.

Sharing archival data across-naticnal borders is not a
simple act of exchange. The existence of archives affects tbhre
relationships of individual scholars. As Warren Miller points
out:

Whatever subsequent developments and technology may do to

the organizations contents, and style of archival activitys

it seems certain that members of the research community
will be related to each other in a manner that would not be
possible in the absence of the archival institution.[22]

One thinkss for examples of the mutual learning that might
occur between American scholars who study ethnicity as a factor
in social relations and the Soviet scholars who produced the
Atlas Narodoy Mira [23] on which so many American researchers
rely for world-wide data on ethnic fractionalization. Indeed,
data from Atlas Narodoy Mira were employed to <compute the
measures of ethnotinguistic homogeneity in the second edition of
the World Handbook of Political and 3ocial Indicators (study
5027% . I am sure that the Soviet Atlas represents only one of
many sources of cross-national data that would materially
improve the quality of social science were they included 1in a
cooperative exchange. There is much to be gained on both sides

from the exchange of datas and much to be learned by all,



Janda 14

FOOTNOTES

{1] Jerome M. Clubbs "Sources for Political Inquiry: 11,
Quantitative Datas" in Fred I. Greenstein and Nelson We. Polsby

(eds.)s» Handbook of Pgolitical 3Sciences, VMolume Zs Reading
Massachusetts: Addison-Wesleys 1975. Ppeb68=72,

(2] Evidence of the scope of data archives exists in the
success of IASSIST, the International Association for Socizal
Science Information Service and Technclogys which was founded in
1976 and now claims members across the world,

[3]1 The main organization to host such conferences was the
Council of Social Science Data Archivess. The proceedings of its
1967 conference were published in Ralph I. Bisco (ed.)s Datza

Basess Compulerss and the Sgcial 3Sciengess New York: Wileys
1970

[4] Kar!t W Deutschs "The Impact of Compiex Data Bases on
the Social Sciencess" in Biscoy pp«35-36.

[5] The demise of the Council came with the end of its
support from the National Science Foundationin the eariy 1970s.

[6]1 Viadimir Vinogradovy "Information Systems Data
Collections Analysis and Forecastings"™ in Political Theory and

Political Practices Moscow: USSR Academy of Sciencess, 1976,
Psl02.

[7]1 Ibide pPP.104-105,

[81 Vis A Vinogradovs "Social Science Information

Services in the UsS.SeRes™ Internatiopal Socizal Science Jourpals
30 (1978)s 395-403.

(3] See Vivian S. Sessions, Directory of Dzta Bases in the
the 3Social and Behavioral Sciencess New Yorks: Science
Associatess 1974; and Marths E. Williams (ede)s
Compyter-Recadable Data Bases: ADirectory and Datz Sourcebooks
1279 Editions White Plains, New York: Knowledge Industry
Publicationss 1979,

{101 See the discussion of archives in Clubbys pp.50-51.

_ {111 I could find no figure for the number of studies in
the Consortium, This count was arrived at by tallving the

studies by their page numbers.
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[12] See Benjamin Mittman and Lorraine Borman (eds+)s
Personalized D2tz Base Sysiems. New York: Wileys, 1975, I wish
to thank Ann Janda for updating the RIQS data base for the
analysis below of 50 cross-national studies.

(131 Bruce Russett et al. World Hapdbook of Political and
Sogcial Indicatorss New Haven: Yale University Presss 1964,
9-305.

{141 The subject index is a cross reference index theat
lists studies wunder multiople terms, apparentiy assigned by
inspection of the data sets. More about that below.

{151 See Bruce Russett gf al.s, World Handbook of Polificsl
and Socisal Indicatorss New Havens Connecticut: Yale University
Presss 19643 Rudolph Rummels "Dimensions of Conflict Behavior
Within and Between Nations," Geperal Systems: Yearbook of the

Sociefy for Geperal Systems Research, 8 (1963)y 1-50; and Arthur
Fe 83anks and Robert 8. Textor, A (Cross=Polity Surveys
Cambridge: M.I.T. Pressy 1963,

{161 Stein Rokkan's early interest in the field can be seen
in his reports "International Conference on the Use of
Quantitative Politicaly Social and Cultural Datsa in
Cross-National Comparisonss"™ Sgcial Sciepce Informatigns 2
(Decembers 1963)s 1-20; and Jean Blondel's more recent empirical
analysis is illustrated in Comparative Legislaturess Englewood
Cliffsy, New Jerseyt: Prentice-Hally, 1973.

{171 Vadim Semyonovs '"Cumulative Growth in Political

Knowiedge Since 1950," Political Iheory and Political Practices
Pel7s

[181 Artemy Sergiyevs "Methodological Problems of
Quantitative Analysis and Simulation of Socio=-Poiitical
Systemss"™ ibides pslédle.

[19] Ibides ppPel42-143.

(20] See Kenneth Janda, Polifical Parties: A (ross-Natiopal
Surveyy, New York: The Free Presssy 1980s po. 166

[21]1 I would include these additional studiest: 7531, 7485,
501357426, 5201y 5302y 7425 5210s 5408 5214s and 5306. These
are listed in orders beginning on page 101.

[22]1 Warren E. Mitlers "The Less Cbvious Functions of

Archiving Survey Research Data," Aperican Behavioral Scientists
19 (March/Aprily 1976)s pe410.

£23] Moscow: The NN, Miklukho-Maklaye Institute of
Ethnography of the Academy of Sciences Department of Geodesy and
Cartoagraphy of the State Geological Committee of the USSR, 1964,
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APPENDIX:
50 CROSS-NATIONAL STUDIES LISTED BY ICPSR
DATA CATEGORY AND STUDY NUMBER

Extracted from the Inter-University Consortium for Political and

Social

Researchy, Guide Lo Resources apnd Seryicess 1279-1280Q

(Ann Arbors Michigant Institute for Social Researchs 1979.)

I. CENSUS ENUMERATIONS
Be NATIONS OTHER THAN THE UNITED STATES

7623

Cross=National Population by Age and Sexs 1966=1914
A collection of demographic statistics for some 220

countries or areas across the worildy prepared by the
Statistical Office of the United Nations.

III. CONFLICT: AGGRESSION, VIOLENCEs WARS
A, CONFLICT AND STABILITY WITHIN NATIONS

5003

5206

5207

5208

5209

5009

Domestic Conflict Behaviors 1319=1366

Data for 111 countries on the occurrence of riots,
demonstrationss purgess government crisess strikess coupss
revolfutionss and guerrilia war.

Political Events Prodects 1248=-1963

Data on 8,000 domestic events in 84 countries. Records 28
types of conflict directed by groups and individuals
against other groups or personse.

Conditions of Political Aggressions 1222=1%964
355000 domestic conflict events in all countries of the

worlds Events are of two types: (1) turmoil directed
against the government or other persons or social groupsy
and (2) coercion initiated by the government against other
branches of the government.

Data Bapnk of Assassinatiopnss 1248:z1967
Covers 409 assassination attempts in 84 countries. Each

event includes countrys datey, and location; nature of
target; nature of assassin,

Data Bank of Minority Group Conflicts 1355-1965

Covers conflict between minority groups (ethnicos racials
linguisticy religious) and the predominant social groups
in 43 countriese.

Causal Model of Civil Strife
Civil strife in 114 countries is coded for magnitude of

conflicts, measures of deprivations and measures of
mediating variables.,
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7452 Conflict and Jociely -
Contains independent variables thought to affect civil

strife. Includes 136 socialy economicsy and political
variables for 86 countries,

5028 World Handbook II1: Appual Eyeni Dafa. 1248-1961

Contains information on 18 types of political events
aggregated by year to the nation level for 1948~ 1967.

5215 World Handbook IIl: Daily Event Dafa, 1348-19617
Data for 57,268 daily occurrences of 17 types of political

eventst: riotss deaths from political violences armed
attackss electionss protest demonstratioonss and so on.

Bse CONFLICT BETWEEN AND AMONG NATIONS

7536 Ipterstate Security Confliciss 1942=-19174
Data on 310 cases of interstate conflict with a political

- security focuse Includes 47 variables divided into four
categoriese.

5021 Dimensions of Copflict between and ameng Jtafess 1222:-19360
Contains 22 variables for 86 countries concerning domestic

conflict behaviors such as riots and coupss and foreign
conflict behaviors such as protests and threats.

5024 Wages of War., 1816=1962
Includes six files of data on 93 wars involving 144

nations., The nations are coded for magnitude of
participations durations casualtiess and so on.

VIIT. GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES, POLICIESy AND CAPABILITIES
B.HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY PUBLIC POLICY INDICATORS AND OUTPUTS

7555 Comparative Study of Ereedoms 1972-1916

Assesses the degree of freedom in 218 nations and
dependencies on some 50 types of <civil and political
I’ightS.

Xe INSTRUCTIONAL PACKAGES AND COMPUTER PROGRAMS

7373 3ETUPRS: Cross=Natiopal and World Politics

A series of teaching modules with texts and supporting
data sets on nine topicst comparative voting behaviory
voting behavior over time and nationsy comparative
budgetingy Arab-=Israeli conflicts, <comparing political
partiess changing political valuess domestic political
conflict, legislative representations 2and comparative
political culture,

5701 Cross=National Data Apnalysis Learping Package
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5702

5703

5705
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A teaching module involving 72 variables for 108 nations.
Time series data are also included for 12 variables and €0
nations for 1919-1939,

Domestic VYiolence Ieaching Packaae
Uses a subset of the World Handbook II data consisting of

57 variables on national attributes and domestic violence
to test current theories of domestic violence.

Comparative Eoreigp Policy Learnipa Package
Data are available on 38 variables for 114 states. The

variables pertain to the mid=1960s and include indicators
of sizey wealths domestic situations and international
interactione.

Computer-Aided International Relations Package
Contains data for 136 nations on 26 variables including

demographics national characteristicss type of regimes and
westernization collected for 1965.

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEMS: LINKAGES, RELATIONSHIPS, EVENTS
DYADICs SMALL GROUP INTERACTIONs EVENTS

5401

5006

Dyadic Dispuless 1220=1968
Data from the Permanent Court of International Justices

International Court of Justicey League of Nationss and
United Nations on 121 cases involving 71 nations.

International Irapsactions £ lssue Inferactionss, 196£=-1912
Data collected for the PRINCE computer simulation model.

Events data consist of 5593 acts for 231 dyads. Aggregate
data involve 14 variables for same 107 nations in the
dyads. 55 tresties with 122 member nations are grouped
into 6 issue areas. The issue positions of 49 nations are
also coded for 312 acts in 1972,

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

5502

5518

5511

Natiops ip Nopn=-Governmental Organizationss 1966
Data for 149 nations on 20 variables taken from the

Yeacbook of Internafional QOrganizafionss 19366

Upnited Nations and fthe News Medias 1968

The central file is based on 13,228 news reports issued by
the United Nations. The channel file contains data for
2,080 news organs: 1,807 presss 183 radios and 86
television. The peripheral file codes 915195 news reports
dealing with the United Nations.

United Nations General Assembly QOffice-Holdings 1246-1971
Consists of 210 variables indicating for each session of

the U«N. the number of each type of elective office held
by each member nation.
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STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

5001

5011

7388

Natiopnal 3upport for Morld Orders 13960 ]
Contains data for 114 nations on 36 variables designed to

measure national support for worid order.

International Subsystems, 1642-13263
One data set pertains to 21 subsystems: number of members,

number of warss and system polarity. A second contains
characteristics of 457 members in the subsystems. A third
reports on the wars involving the subsystems,

Burdens of Natiopal Defenses 13261:-1968
The data pertain mainly to social and military expenditure

in the United Statesy but there are cross=national data on
similar expenditures in Frances Britains and Canada.

ALLIANCES AND MILITARY AFFAIRS

5007

5033

7499

5031

7454

7553

Military Defense and Expenditure Dafa, 1948z-1910
Military defense expenditure data for 123 nations in U.S.

dollars or national currency with stated exchange rates.

World Military apnd Social Expendituress, 1974

Data on 132 countries on 35 variables pertaining to the
comparative use of national resources and per capita
social and military indicators.

World Military apd Social Expepdifuress 1916
The data are similar to the above studys, but the study was

expanded to include 44 variables.

World Military Iime Seriess 1261=19120

Data for 8 variables (military expenditures populations
GNP, armed forcesy military expenditure/GNPs foreign aid
given and receiveds public health expenditure) by year for
120 nations.

World Military Expenditures and Arms frades 1963-1973
There are two filess, The first extends study 5031

(above). The second has data for 136 countries on the
total current-dollar value of arms imported between 1964
and 19730

World Military Expepditures and Arms Iransferss, 1966=1975
There are two files. The first is a time series of 17
variables on 142 countries. The second gives information
about the transfer of armaments from major suppliers to
recipient countries.
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XIVe MASS POLITICAL BEHAVIOR AND ATTITUDES
Bs POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

7201

Civic Culture Studys 195921360
Surveys conducted in the United Statess Germanys Italys

Mexicosy and the United Kingdoms. About 1,000 respondents
were interviewed in each country concerning their basic

political attitudes and attitudes toward political
institutions. The data contain 166 variables.,

De POLITICAL PARTIES

7534

Comparalive Political Parfies Datas 1920z-1362

Data on 158 parties operating in 53 countries from across
the world. There are some 110 basic variables divided
into twelve categories: institutionalizations government
statuss social attractions social concentration, social
reflectiony issue orientations goal orientation autonomys
degree of organizationy centralization of poOwWers
coherencesy and involvement,

XVI. SOCIAL INDICATORS
Be NATIONS OTHER THAN THE UNITED STATES

7412

5004

5010

7413

5018

5019

5020

Cross-National Time Seriess 1812z1373
Longitudinal data for 167 nations on 169 variables dealing

Wwith demographics socials politicals and economic topics.

Cross=Polily Sucryey

Data for 115 polities. Each polity has nominal and
ordinal data on 59 socials -economics and political
characteristics.

Persistence and Chapge ip Polifical Systemss, 1800=1971
Data for 428 new polities-—all developed after a echange in

the old politye There are 84 variablese

National Populatiopn and GCovernmeni Expendituress 1812

This data set merges o¢ne on military and social
expenditures with another set on population. It now
contains 47 variables on 132 nations.

Asiap Stafe National Attributess, 1926-1968
Contains data for 221 nation-years: 17 Asian nations at 13

time points, There are 24 variables on economics
physicals and political attributes of thenations.

Black Africa Handbook

Contains data for 32 Black African nations cn 317
political, demographics religiouss socialy and ecoocmic
variables. The data span the late 1950s and 1960s.

Dimensionality of Nations: National Attributess 1950-1965
Includes 90 socioceconomic and political variables for 113
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5022

5023

5027

5029

5032

7493

1592

nations for 1950, 1955s 1960, 1963, and 1965,

World Hapdboegk I: 1961:-1963
Data for 141 polities on 70 socioeconomic and political

variables

Merged World dandbook/Cross Rolily Suryey
Data for 141 polities formed by merging the data from

studies 5004 and 5022.

World Handbook II: Aggregafe Dafa: 1920z1262
Data for 136 polities on 300 variables dealing with

population size and growths communicationss educations
cultures economicss and politicse

World Handbook II: Raw Data. 1920:-1962

One dataset contains information wused to <construct
aggregate measures of fractionalization and concentration.
The other contains data used to <construct measures of
inequality., These measures were reported in study 5207.

World Population, 1913
Data on 10 demographic variables (populations birth ratess
|life expectancyy etc.) for 160 political entities.

World Populations 13950=1923
The data consist of 27 demographic variables for 201

nations and other international political entitiese

Cross-National Socio-Economic Iime Seriess 1950-1915
One file contains time-series data for National Accounts

and Pricese. The other presents measures of social
indicators for 1960 and 1970. Data are for 125 countries.

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND BEHAVIOR
AGE AND THE LIFE CYCLE

7624

Statistics op the Causes of Deaths 1966-1914
A collection of demographic statistics for 220 countries

or areas throughout the world. Basic data came from
guestionnaires sent out by the Statistical Office of the
United Nations,



