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The third stage was a forced coslition period, in which the
Corrunists established their dictatorship. During this period, those
political parties which bannered socialistic slogans were amalgamated
into a single party, and the party line was exclusively decided by
the Commmunists. Nor was the existence of any opposition party
tolerated in the legislative body (the people's assembly). Freedom
of press, speech, and assembly to oppose Commmnism was totally ruled
out, It was during the third stage that those socialist party leaders
who were opposed to the amalgamation successively took political
exiles in other ccuntries, and that non-Communist elements were
persecuted. It is needless to say that the soccond and third stages
were carried out with the Soviet military and political support.

After World War II, East European nations where Cormunist or
1ador parties are now in powér have gone through the above three
stages. Depending upon individual conditions that existed, some
countries experienced all of the three stages, while some started
vith the second stage, and some went through the last stage alone
Scme even experienced the second and third stages at one time after
foing through the first stage. These stages generally lasted from
19l5 to 19L9.

Countries which started with the first stage include Rumania, Analyst number 16

Bulgaria, Hungary, and Czech, while Poland and East Germany skipped indexed country

ovecithe:firat stigns references in these
Comntries that started from the third stage without going paragraphs, while

through the first two stages are Yugoslavia and Albania, where the analyst number 10

Soviet military power had little things to do with government estab-

lshment, It is Czechoslovakia that went through the last two stages did not.

at cne time after the first stage.

In North Korea there were no political parties befare the
Liberation in 19L5. In this respect, NK was much different from
East, Buropean nations. However, tactical stages up to the estab=
lshment of dictatorship were much the same a3 those in East Europe.

The NK Communist Party (actually, the Korean Communist Party
M Division), the New People's Party (also known as the Korea In-
dependence League), the Korean Democratic Party, and the Religious
Ch'ongu-dang Party were all organized after the Liberation of Korea,
ad they did go through the first stage of cooperation, second stage
of camouflaged coalition, and third stage of Cossrunist dictatorship,
not exactly like those observed in East Europe, but with some
»odifications. :

o

Figure 7 Page from Kim Ch’ang-sun, 4 Fifteen-Year History of North Korea
(translated by U.S. Joint Publications Research Service), which produced low inter-
indexer reliability.

Analyst 10 tended to employ about 50 percent more substantive codes
per page than analyst 16. This suggests either that analyst 10’s threshold
for deciding what constitutes useful information for retrieval is lower than
analyst 16’s or that analyst 16 is missing information through oversight.
Although either factor would lower reliability by the same amount, “thresh-
old” differences are less important to the retrieval system than “oversight”
errors. If the user can be assured that analysts are likely to agree|in index-
ing discussions of “substantial” length or importance, he may tolerate
disagreements between analysts over decisions to index or not to index
brief mentions and passing references—such as the country references
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in Figure 7. However, he is unlikely to be satisfied knowing that important
discussions of a given topic may not be indexed for retrieval.

An examination of the frequency distribution of codes for both indexers
given by the computer output (Figure 5) cannot establish the reason
for the disagreement between the indexers, but it can point out differences
in the use of codes, thereby serving as a basis for discussion and resolution
in interindexer coding conferences.” Our experience thus far, and it is
only impressionistic at present, indicates that most of the disagreements
between indexers involve threshold decisions rather than genuine oversight.
We intend to study the sources of disagreement in indexing as we seek
to improve our indexing instructions, procedures, and reliabilities before
we undertake to index our next group of forty countries in the ICCP
project.

Analysis of Parties Literature for Nine Countries

In addition to providing a capability for information retrieval, systematic
indexing of the parties literature provides a means for analyzing the con-
tent of that literature. By examining the frequency distributions of coding
categories assigned to the literature for each country studied, we are able
to evaluate the coverage of available information on party politics in that
country, confirming or disproving impressionistic ideas about the state
of the literature. We may further evaluate the quality, as opposed to
the coverage, of the parties literature by reference to the data quality
control codes that the research analyst applies to each document after
it is indexed.

Although it would be possible to analyze the coverage of the parties
literature for each country across all coding categories from 00—through
88—we will limit our comparison to percentage distributions across the
nine major substantive categories (O—through 8—) prompted by the
basic questions about parties listed earlier. Table 2 contains these major
categories and their usage for each country, expressed as a percentage of
the total codes used for that country.

One of the first things to be noted from Table 2 is the range in amount
of material indexed, from 425 pages (Congo-Brazzaville) to 1,191
pages (Denmark). This reflects the obvious fact that the amount of schol-

°The frequency distribution of codes for both indexers provides essentially the
same information as a cross-tabulation of codes by indexers, which is the method
of presentation used by Funkhouser in evaluating the adequacy of the codes against
the performance of coders. See G. Ray Funkhouser, “A Method of Analysing
Coding Reliabilities: The Random-Systematic Error Coefficient.” Stanford University,
mimeograph, undated.
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Table 2. Percentage distribution of substantive codes used in indexing literature on party politics in nine countries

Congo- Dominican North

Code Description Bulgaria Brazzaville  Denmark Republic Ecuador Greece Guinea Iran Korea

0— Definition/theory 0 2 76 0 1 4 0 0 0
1—  Origin of party 3 6 6 6 4 4 3 8 12
2— Party activities 18 8 6 18 11 4 12 10 20
3— Party composition 17 32 15 31 16 20 14 16 22
4— Party structure 13 2 6 1 6 ¥ 18 5 15
5— Party goals 19 (i 7 9 14 12 13 12 10
6—  Political environment 9 18 22 15 20 38 14 27 8
7— Social environment 13 10 13 13 16 7 16 16 3
8— Party system 9 17 19 7 12 22 10 12 11

100 %

Total pages indexed 1,183 425 1,191 1,128 936 509 699 901 649
Mean number of codes per page 2.69 2.37 219 b i f 1.96 2.55 2.06 1.99 2.17
Number of documents 104 25 78 32 54 45 34 67 31
Mean number of pages per document 11 17 15 35 1 by 11 21 13 21
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arly attention given to political parties varies widely across countries. How-
ever, this variation does not always occur as expected. For example, we
expected to find more material on party politics in Greece than in Bulgaria,
while the results were diametrically opposite.

Newsome (1967), our analyst for Bulgaria, attributes the large number
of pages she indexed to “the incorporation of small pieces of widely scat-
tered source material” rather than the existence of a smaller number of
more substantial writings. The data in Table 2 supports her explanation
by indicating almost thirty additional documents (104) processed for
Bulgaria compared to its nearest competitor, Denmark (78). For
Greece, on the other hand, Antunes (1967) attributes the relative paucity
of literature to the fact that, with the exception of the Communist party,
“political parties per se have not been an object of scholarly investigation.”
Moreover, he contends, “While ancient Greece has been the object of
a great deal of attention, scholars have evidenced little interest in con-
temporary Greek politics.”

Antunes’ evaluation of the parties literature in Greece is also supported
by the distribution of coding categories. No other country has so little
material indexed on party activities and party structure—the two major
coding categories that embrace our “hardest” information about political
parties. Only 5 percent of the codes used to index Greek literature
dealt with one or the other of these two major coding categories, compared
to 8 percent of the codes for Iran, the country with the next most
“underdeveloped” parties literature in our sample of nine.

Using the same two categories to judge the specificity of information
about political parties, one would have to rate North Korea, Bulgaria,
and Guinea—in that order—as the countries with the most relevant litera-
ture on party organization and activities. For both North Korea and Bul-
garia, this high rating undoubtedly results from large amounts of material
translated from party documents, which tend to discuss organization and
activities in great detail. Guinea seems to be the only country on our
list which obtains a high rating on these categories by virtue of the schol-
arly literature written on political parties. In evaluating the Guinean litera-
ture, Skogan (1967) ascribes this literature in part to Western scholars’
interest in Guinea “as an example of an at least theoretically nontotali-
tarian single-party state engaged in a thorough-going reconstruction of
the social system.”

Other information about the coverage of the literature is offered by the
distribution of usage for code category 3—, “party composition.” Both
Congo-Brazzaville and the Dominican Republic score high on this cate-
gory, which accounts for almost one-third of the total codes used for
each. The relatively high usage of this major coding category for both
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countries is due to an especially heavy reliance on code category 36—,
which stands for party leaders and officials—suggesting that the literature
deals largely with political personalities. In the case of the Dominican
Republic, as Miyares (1967) points out, “the literature focuses on the
person of R. L. Truyjillo,” while Lauffer (1967) describes the focus of
literature for Congo-Brazzaville as centering more broadly “around indi-
viduals as Youlou, Opangault, Massemba-Debat, and other prominent po-
itical figures.”

It should be remembered that the coverage “profile” depicted by our
coding categories reflects political life in the period we are studyirig (1950
to 1962) and does not necessarily portray the situation today. In discussing
the literature that he indexed for Ecuador, Johnson (1967) remarks, “The
period of the early 1950’s, because of the then unique event of Galo
Plaza’s successful completion of his term as president of the republic,
and the period from 1962 to 1965, because of the return of the coup d’etat
(or golpe de gobierno) as an instrument of political selection with the
return of the military as an active political force, are the periods of recent
Ecuadorian political history receiving the greatest amount of attention
from American scholars.” As a result of our focus on the period from
1950 to 1962, the Ecuadorian material in the ICPP files will reflect the
earlier period of stability rather than the more recent instability.

It is at least as important to evaluate the quality of the parties literature
for given countries as its coverage. Immediately after indexing each docu-
ment, our research analysts score it on the basis of 22 “data quality”
variables, such as “place of publication,” “original language of source,”
“position of author,” “sources of data,” “scope of study,” “field research,”
and subjective judgments of the document’s “quality,” “ideological orien-
tation,” and ‘“objectivity.” A complete listing of the data quality control
codes is contained in the Appendix to this chapter.

Each of the numbers in the ICPP Bibliography Series contains a table
which reports the overall usage of these data quality codes in rating the
documents on 17 of the 22 variables in the set. Figure 8 is a reproduction
of this table for the 31 documents indexed for North Korea. Discussing
this table, Schwestka (1967) observes:

Almost half of the documents were published either in North Korea or in that
area of the world; almost half were translated from Korean; and more than half
of the authors were either North Koreans or South Koreans. The distribution of
authors’ positions is deceptive, however, for it was impossible to determine the
position of many North Korean authors. Consequently, authorship seems weighted
toward academia rather than government/party officials.

One of our guides for assessing the “scholarly” nature of the material
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DATA QUALITY CODES | MOST FREQUENT: (N)|2nd MOST IFREQUENT: (N) | 3rd MOST FREQUENT: (N)|4th MOST IFREQUENT: (N)
Document Type Journal article 13 | Government documents 9 | Book 5 | Newspaper feature or 2
magazine item
Place of publication United States 17 | In country studied 12 [ In area of world where | 2
country exists
Original language of source English 17 | Language of country 14
studied
Position of author Academic 16 | Government official 2 | Journalist 1 | Not applicable/no infor-| 12
mation
National background I'rom country studied 10 | United States 9 | I'romarea of world where | 4 | Not applicable/no infor-| 8
country exists mation
Language resources Cites native language 12 | Document itself trans- 9 | Uses native interviews to | 5 | No information 2
sources lated collect data
Date of data Post-World War II 16 | 1955-1959 9 | Prior to World War II 2 | 19601964 2
Data source types Government publication | 10 | Secondary sources 6 | Election returns or eco-| 6 |[Sample survey
logical data
Qun.ntitativc analysis Raw data on percents re- | 26 | No quantification 5
ported in text o
Theorelical treatment No explicit propositions | 29 | One or more explicit 2
propositions
Traditional scholarship No footnotes 15 | Between 1 and 2 per page b_ More than 3 per page 5 | Less than 1 per page 3
Nature of sources cited Primary—party and gov- | 14 | Primary—personal rec- 1 | Secondary-—books, jour-| 1 | Not applicuble/no infor-| 15
ernment documents ords nal articles mation
Scope of study Case study of single 16 | Case study of single 10 | Comparison of govern-| 5
country party ment systems
Field research Author resident native of | 14 | No evidence of work in| 10 | Author nonresident na-| 4 | Evidence of work in geo- 1
country country tive of country graphic area
Overall judgment of quality | High 24 | Medium 6 | Low 1
Author’'s ideology Leftist 13 | Not classifiable on left-| 11 | Rightist 5 | Centrist 2
right scale
Author’s objectivity Values detectable 15 | No reason to doubt ob-| 14 | Objective/‘scientific” 2
jectivity analysis

Figure 8 Data quality codes for 31 documents for North Korea.
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that we index is the proportion of codes in category 0—, “Definitions,
functions and theories” of political parties. Denmark, with only 6 percent
of its index entries in this category, scores the highest of all nine countries
on this category. Nevertheless, Billingsley (1967) reports in her data qual-
its analysis for the 78 documents indexed on Denmark that “most docu-
ments are news features, only half of them are written by academics,
the material is seldom footnoted, is generally considered (subjectively)
to be of medium quality, and the data sources (when revealed) do not
involve quantification.”

The other analysts’ assessments of the parties literature for their coun-
tries are much the same as Billingsley’s: most of the literature is rated
“nonscholarly” in character. Although this may result partly from unique-
ness in our sample of nine countries, none of which have been common
objects of study by political scientists, it is likely that much the same
situation will be found for most of the other countries we study. Our
search for material on party politics produces a great deal of nonscholarly
material in the form of party documents, newspaper accounts, and govern-
ment reports. Although lacking in theoretical character, this material con-
tains basic information necessary for scoring parties on such variables
as nature of party membership, ideological orientation, centralization of
power, leadership selection, and cohesiveness—important variables for
making cross-national comparisons.

When diverse sources disagree in statements about a party, we will
seek to determine the basis of the disagreement by using our data quality
codes as suggested by Naroll in Data Quality Control (1962). We will
analyze the source of variance in coding a party on a given variable
from information in the file. This analysis will be done automatically with
a computer program which treats the data quality control codes as the
independent variables and the codes for the party as the dependent vari-
able. The program will try to identify the existence of systematic differ-
ences among data quality variables which account for variance in the
dependent variable as we have coded it from information in the files.

For example, the MIRACODE system may retrieve a total of 25 docu-
ments discussing membership requirements in party X. Ten of these 25
documents may report that membership in the party does not require
the payment of dues, while 15 other documents may state that payment
of dues is a membership requirement. Through an analysis of variance
in our coding of this variable, we may discover the discrepancy to be
explained by a data quality variable, for example, “position of author”—
with academics reporting no dues requirement and former party officials
revealing that members are indeed required to pay dues to stay in good
standing.
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This example is only intended to illustrate the general procedure that
will be employed in using our data quality codes for “quality control”
of the information we generate. Although problems inherent in “library
research” are not unique to the ICPP project, the scope of our activities
is such that we must develop systematic procedures for evaluating the
information that resides in and emerges from our files. Fortunately, the
very technology that enables us to index and retrieve information from
massive amounts of literature can also be utilized in a microfilm and
computer system for analyzing that literature.

APPENDIX: DATA QUALITY CONTROL CODES

Columns Variable

1-18 SENIOR AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND INITIALS
19-20 YEAR OF ORIGINAL PUBLICATION
21-23 COUNTRY CODE
24-26 DOCUMENT CODE
27-29 INDEXER CODE
30 TYPE OF DOCUMENT

not otherwise classified

reference source—Facts-On-File, Keesings Archives, etc.
newspaper or magazine item—popular periodical

newspaper or magazine feature story—popular periodical
party document—constitution, platform

government documents—reports, statistical abstracts

journal article

article or chapter in book (used for reprints of journal article)
thesis, monograph

book

31-32. PERIODICAL CODE—specific for each country
33 PLACE OF PUBLICATION
blank don’t know (missing data)

0 not otherwise classified (use also when not applicable)
1 United States (except if 2 is applicable)

2 in colonizing country (U.S., Britain, France, Germany,
Spain, Portugal, Netherlands)

3 in area of world where country exists—i.e.., Latin
America, Africa, Europe, Asia

4 in country studied

O 0 N O L\t b W N — O
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Columns Variable

34 ORIGINAL LANGUAGE OF SOURCE

0

N AW N =

not otherwise classified
English

French

Spanish

German

language of country studied (if two apply, favor using this
code)

35 AUTHORSHIP

0

1
2
3
4

no author named

one author

two authors

three or more authors

corporate author (e.g., Bulgarian National Committee)

36 POSITION OF FIRST-NAMED AUTHOR (favor higher code if

two apply)
blank no information (missing data)

0
1

AN L W N

not otherwise classified

journalist

government official in country studied
ex-government official

party official in country studied
ex-party official

academic

37 PRESUMED NATIONAL BACKGROUND—judged from Ilast
name and source of publication
blank not applicable—no author given

0
1
2

no judgment made/not otherwise classified

United States (except if 2 is applicable)

from colonizing country—U.S., Britain, France, Germany,
Spain, Portugal, Netherlands

3 from area of world where country exists—e.g., Latin

4

America, Africa, Europe (use if in doubt of 4)
from country studied

38 EVIDENCE OF USE OF LANGUAGE RESOURCES
blank not applicable (use for general theory, not country studied)

0
il
2

no information
coder infers author has no ability in native language
cites translated materials, worked with interpreter
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Columns Variable
38 EVIDENCE OF USE OF LANGUAGE RESOURCES
(Continued)
3 cites native language sources, uses native language phrases
in text (excluding the native names of political parties)
4 uses native interviewers to collect survey information
5 document itself translated from native language or written
in native language or written by native in English
39 DATE OF MAJOR PORTION OF DATA (code later period if
other choice cannot be made)
blank not applicable (use for general theory)
0 not otherwise classified
1 prior to World War II (1939 or earlier)
2 1940-1944
3 1945-1949
4 1950-1954
5 1955-1959
6 1960-1964
7 1965-present
8 post-World War II (give preference to above categories)
40 NOT USED
41-49 CODE FOR DATA SOURCES (entered in columns 41-49, ranked
by importance)
blank not applicable (use for speeches, election reports, etc.)
0 no data sources revealed
1 not otherwise classified
2 secondary sources—newspapers, books, journals, broadcasts
3 government publications or party documents
4 election returns or ecological data
5 roll call votes
6 sample survey of individuals
7 interviews with party officials or leaders
8 personal experience as participant observer
50 NUMBER OF DATA SOURCES USED
51 NOT USED
52 QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS SCORE

0 no quantification involved

raw data or percents reported in text but not in tables
one raw data or percentage table reported

two or more raw data or percentage tables reported
bivariate measures of association reported

W N =
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Variable

52 QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS SCORE (Continued)

5

multivariate statistics reported

53 THEORETICAL TREATMENT SCORE

54

55

56

0
1

no explicit propositions advanced or tested

general theory that discusses “relevant” variables, but does
not state relationships among them

one or more explicit propositions advanced but not statisti-
cally tested

one or more explicit propositions advanced and statistically
tested

enumeration of three or more propositions with common
concepts into a body of theory

incorporation of three or more propositions with common
concepts into a body of theory

TRADITIONAL SCHOLARSHIP SCORE
blank not applicable (speeches, election returns)

0
1
2
3
4

no footnotes cited or attribution of sources
less than 1 footnote per page

between 1 and 2 footnotes per page
between 2 and 3 footnotes per page

more than 3 footnotes per page

NATURE OF SOURCES CITED IN FOOTNOTES (enter the
highest when appropriate)
blank not applicable—no footnotes

0

[ R S O I S R

not classified

tertiary sources—encyclopedias, references only

secondary sources—newspapers and magazines

secondary sources—books, journal articles

primary sources— party and government document

primary sources—personal records, memoirs, interviews,
data from unpublished sources

CITATION OF DUVERGER (enter highest applicable)
blank not applicable—no footnotes in text

0

B SV S

footnotes, but none to Duverger
one footnote to Duverger

two or more footnotes to Duverger
mentions Duverger in the text

tests out Duverger’s propositions or theory, modeled after
Duverger’s analysis, uses Duverger’s concepts or “branch”
and “caucus” parties, “majority bent” parties, etc.
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Columns

Variable

57

58-60

61-63

64—-66

67-69

70

71

72

SCOPE OF STUDY (use for whole document whether all is
coded or not)

0 not otherwise classified

1 conceptual or theoretical, without emphasis on data and
evidence

survey of parties or politics in given area, e.g., Latin America

compartive analysis of governmental systems

comparative analysis of political parties

study of a single country

study of a single event

~N o kW

news event
FOCUS OF STUDY—MOST FREQUENT SUBSTANTIVE
CODING CATEGORY USED
NUMBER OF TIMES MOST FREQUENT SUBSTANTIVE
CODING CATEGORY USED
FOCUS OF STUDY—SECOND MOST FREQUENT SUB-
STANTIVE CODING CATEGORY USED
NUMBER OF TIMES SECOND MOST FREQUENT SUB-
STANTIVE CODING CATEGORY USED
FIELD RESEARCH
blank not applicable or no information

0 evidence of no work in country studied

1 evidence of work in geographical area

2 spent less than one year in country

3 spent more than one year in country, or two trips of any

length or author writing in country

4 author a nonresident native of country

5 author a resident of country
CODER’S SUBJECTIVE JUDGMENT OF QUALITY OF
SOURCE

1 low

2 medium—code unless evidence points to low or high

3 high
CODER’S SUBJECTIVE JUDGMENT OF IDEOLOGICAL
ORIENTATION OF AUTHOR

0 not classifiable on left-right demension

1 leftist

2 centrist—code unless evidence points to low or high

3

rightist
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Columns Variable

73 CODER’S SUBJECTIVE JUDGMENT OF AUTHOR’S
OBJECTIVITY
1 antiseptically objective—e.g., ‘“‘scientific” analysis, mainly
tabular presentation of data

2 no reason to doubt objectivity
3 values detectable
4 emotional language

74-76  NUMBER OF PAGES CODED
77-80 CODING TIME IN MINUTES





