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ABSTRACT

Most speial scientists are famlllar with the use of computers for, the storage
and analysis of large flles of-quantltative data. However, many scholars know
much less about’ computer and non-computer technology as applied to the management
of .qualitative information, defined herein as natural language text. This is )
-unfortunate, fornmdﬂern Jinformation technology offers social scientists. w
unprécedented analytical advantages. This paper illustrates the- capabilitiks of
‘computer and microfilm technoldgy as applied in one field of political scienpe.
the stydy of polltical parﬁles. ‘ L

1

bne Such study, the International QOmparative Political Parties Project,
employed a vgriety of information processing tgchmigues in its analysis of 158
parties in 53 countries, * (See Kenneth Janda, Comparative Political Parties:
a Cross-National Survey. ‘New York: The Free Press, in press.) This paper discusses.
two of the ICPP Project's technlques for managlng qualitative lnformatiopnand one,
techniqué for storing and analy21ng quantitatlve data,

3
Qualitétive information from the Study § source material--thousands of
détuments p tainlng to party, politics. in all the countries--was managed with
" Eastman Kodak's MIRACODE system, ‘which allowed for rapid retrleval of relevant
téxt from' some 70,000 pages of‘ﬁicrbfllmed material. The quantltatlve data on
party chanacteristlcs produced tHrough reseanch using the MIRACODE system were
analyzed with the widely-Used pagkage of tomputer programs, SPSS (Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences). Vgrbal discussions '‘of the quantltatrve scores
» assigned to the parties were managed with a program called RIQS,.CRemote Infarmation
Query System), which alsd generated mdst ,of the Jfext “for Comphrative Polﬂtical
‘Parties,
3 i
» Although described ohly ag used in-the'istudy. of political part1es;tthe techniques
have straightforward appilcatioha to other fields'of political science and should
stimulate more ambitious research through improved ipformation management.
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The power of computers to analyze great quantitlies of numerlical
or coded data iIs well known among social sclentists. Moreover,
computer analysis of soclal and political data has been practiced by
pofitical sclentists in many countries across the worlde /1/ But there
are aspects of computer intormation Drocesslng that are not common {n
pollitica)l research, and many political sclentists are not farltiar
with alternative, non-computer, technologles for informatjion
ptrocessing. These -gaps In knowledge and utlilzation are unfortunate,
‘because scholirs whose research interests do not invite easy
quantlification may be depriving themselves ot analytical capabjilities
offered by mpdern intormation technology. It Is just not true that
information computers and Information systems serve only the God of
‘Numbers. They provide unprecedented assistance In many avenues of
systematic research which need not be quantitatively orjiented.

This paper does not purport to review the range ot computer and
non=-computer technologles avallable for information processing. Such
general reviews of the state-oft-the-art are available elsewhere. (See
Williams, 197835 Moneta, 1978% 'and Ghosh and Lius 1978.) Its objective
lnsfead Is "to illustrate the application ot available technologles In
a Iong—range, on-gding research nroject desling with the comparative
s tudy of political parties. The study involved a varliety of
information processing technlques (see Janda, 1968a, 1969). This paper
will discuss only three techniques, two for' handling qualitative
information and one for processing quan?itaflve data.. The three
fogefher constitute an lnformatlon systien ln“bperaflon.

§ N

International Comparative Polltlgal Partles Pralect

The study in point Is the Internationat Comparative Polltical
Partles Projecty which aimed at conducting the first systematic,
comprehénsive, empiricatiy-based study of political parties across the
worlde The' study covered 158 partles of wildely different types
operating In 53 countries dur ing 1950-1962. This period was divided
into two 'parts, 1950 56 and 1957-62y, and the parties were studied
separately within each. Coverage of the ICPP Prolact by area, country,
and time period is reported In Table 1.
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The ICPP Pro}ject wWwas begun .in 1967. Its major report of data and
flndings ls in process of publication (Janda, In press)sy and the data
are avallable for distribution through the Inter-University Consortium
for Polltical and Social Research (Janda, 1979b). The long deiay
between launching and tanding the study was due in part to Inadeguate
tunding but mainly to its broad scope, covering at Jeast five
countries in each of ften cu]fural-geographlcal areas of the worlde The
scope of the project insurfed from the very beginning that the study
woutd extend for several vyears and Invoive scores of student
asslstants Ilnvesting thousands of hours In researchs This multi~year
commitment ralsed problems In managing the information between the
time it was collected and the time it was wusedsy and Information
management ®Was an integral part of the project®s research deslign.

The study sought information about potitical parties from library
a?erlals such as booksy articles, nensnapers. and party documents.
Materlal retevant to party politics. In each country was ldentlfied
through lengthy bibl logranhic searches and correspondence with parfv
scholars In the U.S. and abroad, (Janda, 1968a, Chapter 5) More than
3,500 documents of varlous fypes were selected for the‘sources.

_Information about the activities and characteristics of partlcular

parties had to be mined trom thls bulky titeratire, sorted and stored
for later use, and rétrieved to fulflil! researchers® requests when the
information base was completed. (Jahda, 1968b) These needs defined
three aspect of the Information management problem which attract our
aftgntion. The first is the indexingy storages, and retrievat of the
information extracted from the source materlal. The second is the
recording and preservation of researchers® jJjudgments and declisions
about party characteristics. The third is the storage ‘and analysis of
the party characteristics. Each of these wil! be treated in turn
below.

Siorcing Informatign on Micrefilm for Rapid Retrieval

THe problem of ~storing the information for repidwretrleyaL in
research was, handlied through the use of microfilm technology,

.specitflcalbly " Eastman Kodak* s - MIRACODE system. (See .Jandas 1967}

MIRACODE ls -an acronym tor “*Microfilm Informdtion Refrieval Aécess
CODE."® The sys?en invited wuse' because-of its advanfages over computer
fechnolqu in certain respecfs. Use of 'microfiim‘as a stforage mnmedium

;accommodates large amounts of texfual miterial In' orfiglnal torm

without endless keystroking,. Llke computers, however, the systen
allowed direct man-machine lnteractlon with ‘browsing ¢apabilities and
featured:poweirful sedrching capablilitles, emptoying Bodlean Iloglc on

ﬁmachlne-readable optical 'codés.

The baslc components of the MIRACODE system are a speclal
microfilm 'camera and microfilm readers The system can store and
retrieve indivldual pages of original documents according to one or
more three-digit code numbers assigned to the lnpUY raterlat, At the
mlorofllmlng stage, the MIRACODE camera ‘transforms the code numbers
into 'machine~readabie binary codes recorded on ‘film next to the page

L
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TaBLE 1:

Coverage of the [CPP Project:
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Partlcs by Area, Couuntry, dnd Time Porlod
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Image. The filmy which 1s loaded Into magazines for convenlent
handlings can be Searched for loglcal combinations ot code numbers af
the rate of ten’ feet per second at the HIRACODE retrieval station.
Upon retrieval, the page image is prolecfed on a ten by twelve Inch
viewing screen, Hard coples can be produced by pressing a button on
the: microfiim reader. '‘Oepending on the amount of :coding per Image,
several' hundred pages of materjal can be stored on on 100 foot tilm
magazine and searched for 'speclflied combinations of code numbers In
ten secdonds. 72/ ,

Researchers 1In the ICPP Project prepared thelr scurce material
for the MIRACODE svstem by indexing the toplcs discussed on each page
with reference to a set of coding categories, simiiar to the practice
followed In the Human Relations Area Flles (Murdock et aley 1967). The

«codes used to index the substantive content of the parties Ilterature

are glven in Tabte 2. One or more of these jndex numbers were assigned
to éach page discussing party features or activities. The codes were
then keypunched and fed: into the MIRACODE camera as the original pages
were being microfilimed.
TR "
"

- it i

{ . 3
¥ Table 2
B o v ———————

KT [ R t

" The Index codes were transiated into a blnary paffern of. clear

.and opaque recfangles r'ecorded on the film next to the pagé image.

Flgure 1 reproduces an actual frame from the microfiim cartridges for

‘the Soviet Unjion, which. contained 3,091 pages from 139 ‘docunents. The
-page in Flgure 1 1is trom' ‘a Soviet Engllish-language publlcafiona

Histacy el the Communist Pacty of the Sewiét Unjop. The fiilm segment
shous page’ 654 tagged with three Indexing codes: 671 (for the CPSU),
8210 (sfabllltv of parties in system), and 530 (lssue orientation). The
lndexer selected thase codes as most appropriate for retrlevlng the
page's information contents which dealt with .fhe discussion of the
CPSU‘s nes role in ‘the development of a soclallst economvye

w F

Y- -

vl v

fhe codes oh the ntcrof&lm . are sansed by an optical scanning
device" nhlch reads the codes flashlng ‘by the scanning hgaﬂ at rate of
about 100 pages per sécond. Simply. bv préssing the deslréd urbers on
a bank o'f buftons at the MIRACODE sta?ion, a researcheh carn ‘search the
film qulckrv io refrieve all pages indexed with:'the desired code, 6 or
logical cdmblnafloh 0'f codes. By searching for code 530: for exanpie,
one can rapidlv retrieve and dlsolqy In sequence atl the pages for
party potifics In a given country which discuss the topic "lssue
orlentatione.® Gur microfiim file for the Soviet Union would return 248
pages lndexedl for 'lssue orlentation.® Working on a multi-party
cquntry,“ the researcher could ‘Use ‘the loglcal ‘search ¢apabitities ot
MIRACODE to seléctively retriéve discusslions of any pactigular party's
Issue or;entatlon. For examnle, our file of 2+844 pages from 92

*documenfs on French party politics would return 571 pages Indexed for

issue or;enfa?ion (530) alone. &uf by combining the search for 530
with code 113 for The French Sociallst Party, the researcher woitld
reti~ieve only 172 pages dlscussing issue orlentation apnd- the Soclallst
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TABLE 2:

Outline of Substantive Information cédes Used

in Indexlng theraturb fot the MIRACODE Sy&tem

i ¥

What is a political parﬁy;c{éﬁnitiun. fune-

on

0~ 440 National party commities
tions, theory, method of studying 450 Legislative prganization
000 Definition of & political party 460  Ancillary organizations
010 Typology of partieg 470 Functional /dysfunctitnal aspecta of parrby.
020 Funct.lona of political partifs structlire . o
1936 Expl!cn prupomtluns about parties 480¢ Articulation of party‘%Lruc&ure
0;40 General theory about parties 490 Cenl.mlizn‘l.ion ol'l poser Y
050 Purpose of studying parties
060 Approaches to the study of parties 5—  What does the party sack to aceompllsh-—-‘ i’
070 Methodology of studying parties part.y goals”
500 Gain control of the gorernmenn Yooy .
1— How does a political party begin—party 510 Engage in eoalmona and constitute opposi- «
origin ' tions e -
100 When was it formed 520 Place members in governmept posijjonse -
110 Who formed it And what wasits base of elec. 530 Issue qnentatmn . w
-toral support 540 Ideological orientation 4, . "e E
120 Why was it formed; 550 Bubvert the goyernrien}s ] K
+ 130 How was it formed ‘ 560 Efficiency nndfeﬁ'act.h’eneas“ §
140 Political history of party ' " +
150 Organieza!.iona.l hiatory of party 6— Undet what conditions doea !the pé.rt.y ' .
. operate—political environment h 1
2— W’hat does a political ‘party do—party 600 Nannnl crises,,
nctuu.xe.s . 610 Polmcnl issues of consenaus or cleav nge, 1
200 ,Selects candidates ang party officiala 620 FElectoral Bystem ., B
210 Conducts election ca.mpmgns‘ 630 Popular part,mpntmn *
220 Formulates party policy and butlds party 640 Political norms aﬁd. atm.ud?a H
organization B850 Administrative bgreaucracy i
230 Inﬂueunes government policy 660 The executive . ¥
240. Pmpu.gnndlzes its goals and activitied 670 The legislature *
250 stclpIme—mamtenance of group solidarity 680 00\ ernment structure and political, Ristery s
260" Raises and disperses {unds 690 Geographical sl]ocatmn of nuLhDrILyi " o
270 Causes demonstrations, riots, assassins-
tions, sabotage, ete., 7— Under w hat condi(tiona does the party oper- b
280 Intercedes in government action on behalf ate—social, econdmic, gcogmplug 3
of citizens (including membera)’ 700 Economic )
290 Social activities 710 Geogeaphic
720 BSocial
3— Who belongs to the,party—party mermber- 730 Religious &
ship 740 Social norms and* aulf‘\:&eua
300 Party supporters 750 Activities of the military
310 Party dontributors 760 Activities of the szudem.s" ' ¥
+320 Party members K 770 Activitjes of the trade union
330 Party workers and activisiss 780 Activities o! v oluntury assoclatlons "and N
340 Party candidates intérest g Zroups .
"«350 Party members in government posLa b . “
360 Phrty leaders and officjats Under What condltlons dpes the party oper- A
370 Party factions * ale—party a\'ste’hl . LI x
380 Organizatichal support 800 Namber of parties f N . » ‘\il "
390 Independents SlD Electlon results " : e B A8 .
wt 820‘! Stability of parties ih' system ! ‘ .
w4-'—o ‘;Hngv is the, party orgnnizea—party Jor- 830 Interparty competitiop 13 £ of o
i ganization oy g0 Interpartgﬁ nouperatlop o Wt
400 Local party organizatidn b 850°" “Origin, support, and “histery of ayatem . ? e
410 Constituency party organization QQ‘ Stgﬂ;us of party m pe}h.y 'sxst,em 4 L R b
420 Regmnn[ynrt.y organization sy S;TD“ Typology of party systems , ol t LS " kS " -
430 National party convention, conferenes’ p::“ 88D International party sysidm ke
congress 4 ¥ w T 'f{ * ¥ n
= I AN ¥y ¥ :
. " ' ’ # Yoo T ¥ < ¢
. f #* H
’ . ’ ‘F ' R e " W ae
R 'u.
™ N ! o * ¢
. t ¥ s (2] & W My
S O
1 L]
I 1, )
% P .
# v ¢
1
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Indexing codes!i 671 820 530

Segment of MIRACODE 16mm Microfilm for the Soviet Union showing

page 654 from B.N. Ponomaryov et al., History of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Unjon. Moscow: Foreign Languages Publishing

FIGURE 1:

House, 1960.
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Party,.

However swift _and powerful the MIRACODE system Is in retrieving
information from the literature stored on microfilm, the system does
not eliminate the need for old-fashioned schoiarship. Researchers must
still sit patlently at the retrieval stationy taking notes on the
Information retrieved. The system simply saves enormous time iIn
saearching the iIiterature and provides 'the I[mportant advantage of
refrieving, upon demand, the full text fror which the notes were
taken. But as always, researchers are left to themsefves +to collate
the retrieved items of Information and draws judgments from the
t1terature about any party®s lssue orientation.

formalizing and Recording Resesacchars® Judaments

Indexing the iliteraturé In fhe MIRACODE system merely tagged the
infornatlon for retrieval. The ICPP Project sought ultimately to score
parties on a large number of variables organlzed under ten major
concepts. Six concept?s pertain to the partles® ‘external relations®
uith societys ftheir instltutlonalizatlon, governmental status, goal
erlientation, lssue orldntatlong social support, and autonomy. Four
¢concepts deal nifh parties® *frternat organjization®s thelr complexity
or degree of organlzatlon. centrallzation of power, coherence, and
lnvajvénenf. The Information refrleveg under the ®issue orientation®
lndexlng code was used to score the parties on several dlfferent
issues under the general concept of issue orjentation. We witl 1imit
our attention to this concept in explaining the other aspects of
lnlormatlon management in the ICPP Profect.

Researchers attempted to score ail the parties in the prolect on

thirteen different issues:
Government ownership of the means of production
Government role In economic planning
Providing for soclal welfare
Redisftribution of wealth
Secularization of society
Support of the mifltary
Alignment with East-Nest Blocs
Anti-cotonjalism .
Supranationat integration 1

u National integration .

Electordl Particlpation

a Protection of civil rlghfs
. Interference with civil: flberties
For the most part. these items were scored along'a scale ranging froa
+5 (meanlng_ a “leftist® response} to =5 (meaning a3 “‘rightist*
response). For example, favoring nationallzatlon ot all means of
production ' would earn a party the score of 5, while +5 'would be
assigned for opposing even governnent cegulation of industrial
production and marketing. Intermediate policy poslfions woul d be given
intermediate scale posltions accordlng to specific instructions ina
lengthy coding manuyal. (Janda, In press)

Due primarlily to weaknesses |n the [nformatiion in our microfliim
fiiesy not all partles could be scored on each of these issues.
Moreover, the quality of the information retrieved varied from poor to
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exceltenty, depending on the,party and the Issue. HWNe indicated the
quallty ot our scoring Judgments in two ways. First, each quantitative
code, assigned to a party for a variable was supported by an
accompanying gyajitative or verbval discussion of the coding Judgment.
‘This dlscussion mnight be as short as one or two lines or as much as
one or YWo pages of text. Secondy, every variable code was also
accompanied bv an 'adeqpacv*confldence' code, ranging from 1 to 9,
desligned to express the agegyacy of the Information base underlvying
the 1udgmenf and the researcher®s gonfldance in scorihg the party on
the variable. (See Janda, 1970) A score of 9 signities the highest
degraee of confidences which retiects the fact that at least three
sources provided the same informatlon about the party and that there
was no disagreement in the literature about the code that should be
asslgned. On the other hand, a code of 3 indicates that the variable
score uas inferred ‘from scarce or even contradictory information.
‘Adequacv-cqnfidence codes of 1 and 2 were reserved for our Inability
to score the variable due to a total ftack of information (AC1) or due
to an Irreconcllable conflict in the available information (AC2).

The combination of quantl?affve varlable and adequacy-confldence
codes pius the qualitative supporting commentary constituted a rich
mixture of ' quantitative and: textual material assembled 'for 111
variables and 158 political partles. Our solution to the problem of
managlng this informqflon mix was to enmploy =a computer system for
information retriévals The system chosen was Northwestern University®s
RIQS: gemote Lnformaflon Query System. (See Mittman and Borman 1975)
RIQS uas uged for storing the information as (it was col!ected, for
editing the . materjal to correct errors and improve verbal
descriptions, for updating the file as new Information was recelved,
‘and for printing al!l or part of the file on request. In fact, the
computer printout -"of the entire RIQS flle of ICPP Intormatjion
constituted the camera-ready copy for photo-offset printing of the
tirst .major publication from the project. (See Janda, In press)

qukq most' other information reftrlieval systems, RIQS aliows the
user ‘great freedom in organizing the, structure of information within
the flles For thé ICPP file, each party Was established as a “record®

Information. Each record (party) was defined in RIQS teris as
conslstlng of seventy jtams of information, as listed in Figure 2. The
tirst ltem contains the English name of the party, lts ldentlfying
code’ .number, and the native Ianguage name (if the country 1S
non-English speaking), Item two describes the the amount of titerature
Andexed for the party and included in our mictotiim files. The fast 68
items in the RIQS record definition pertdin to basic variables
underiying the major concepts in our conceptual framework.

}

RIQS has the abitity to search for specified combinations, of
terms within any ltem or across items and to retrieve only those
records (In whole or part}) which' satisfy. the search command. RIQS also
can produce alphabetized Iindexes %o terms wlthin anv “l.tem, He wlill
'ignhore these more ponerful capabilities of RIQS and discuss only Lts
simpler use§ for selective retrieval of information from the ICPP file
In response to requesfs from ‘outside users., For' instance, .RIQS has




b

o

Janda

L

%

+ (13> 3.01-4, 01-12'.01 OCCUPRTICHNAL SUFPCRT

<1> PARTY NAME AND CODE NUMBER
(2> INFORMATION BATE AND FESERPCHERS
v (4 1.03 ORGANIZATIONAL DISCONTINULTY
(5> 1.04 LERDERSHIP COMFETITION
(6> 1.05 ~ 2,05 LEGISLATIVE 'TNSTARILITY RND STREMGTH
€75 1.06 ~ 206 ELECTCRFAL: INSTRBILLYY AMD STRENGTH
¢8> 2.01 GOYERNMENT DISCRIMINATION s
(9) 2.02 GOVERNRENTAL LEATERSHIP
+ X1051,2.0% CABINET FARTICIPATICH
§¢11> 2,04 NATIONAL PARTICIPRTION
(12> 2.07 QUTSIDE OFIGIN

¢ (14} 3.02-4,028/12.02 .RELIGIOUS .SUPPOPT
€15) 3.03-4.03/12.03 ETHNIC SUPRORT
(16> 3.04¢4.04-12.04 REGIONAL SUPPORY
17, 3.05-4.05-12.05 LPERN-RURRL, SUPPORT
(18> '3.06.4% 06,12.06 EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT
[¢19) 5.01 OWMERSHIP COF MERNS. OF PRODUCTION,

<20> ‘5.02 GOVERMMERT POLE IN ECOMOMIC PLANNING ¥

<217+ 5.03 REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH

(ae> 5.04 JSOCIRL WELFFRE .«

23>, 5.05 'SECULARIZATION OF SOCIETY .

(24> 5.06 SUPFORT OF THE MIL]TARY

25> 5.07 ALIGNRENT WETH EASTrWEST BLOCS

(26> .08, ANTI- FGLQNIﬂLISH

27> %09 SUPRANATIONAL \INTEGRAT ION

(28> 5.10 MATIONAL JHTEGRAT LON . ”
v (@9) 5.11 ELECTORAC PRRTICIPRTION

3 ) 5:12 FROTECTION OF CIVILMRIGHTS

W

(31> 5.13 INTERFERENCE/W]TH CIVIL LIBERTIES b
gaeb 5.14 »'S.15 US--XOVIET EXPERFS LEFT-RIGHT RATINGS
! (33> 6.00 OREN COMPETITION IN THE ECECTORFM. PROCESS L w,
T (34)16.10 RESTR!CTIHG PRRTY COMPETIVION: %
<35% 6.20 _SUBVERTING, THE FOLITICAL STYS1EM ,
(369 €.30 PROPAGANDIZING. IDERS AND, PROGRAM - ni
(37) .6.40 HLLYgH? ¥ITH OTHER PhPTIES h “
(38> 6.500 PROVIDING FCR WELFRRE OF PARTY MEMBERS |

¢39) 7.01 SOURCES OF FUNDS ]
(40> 7+.0& SOURCE CF’ MEMBERS u

» (41> 7.03 SDURCES [Fu.LERDERS
(42>, 7.04 RELATIONS WITH DCMESTIC PARTIES
(43> 7.05 RELATIONS WITH FOREIGN DRGANTZATIONS
(44> 8.01 vTRupTunnL ARTICLLATION
(45> 8. .02 INTENSIVEMESS OF YORGANIZATION
€46)> B.03 EXTENSIVENESS OF ORGANIZATION

, (47> 8.p4 Fpguupﬂc? OF LCCAL MEETIMGS
(48> B.05 FREGUENCY OF NATIDNAL MEETINGS
(493 8,06 MAINTRIKINS RECORDS \
(50> 8.07 PERYASIVENESS'OF ORGANIZATION
(51> 9.01 HRTIONARIZATION GF STRUCTURE
(52> 9.02 SELECTING' THE ‘NRTIONAL LEADER

“¢53) 9.03 SELECTING PRARLIAMENTRRY CANDIDRTES

€54> 9,04 ALLOCATING FUNDS : .
¢8> 9.05 FORMULATING POLICY . S
, (56> .05 CONTROLLING, COMMUNICAT 10N

« <57; 9.07 nnmxnxsr&v:na DISCIPLINE _

. (98> 9.08 LERDEPSHIF ccannTpnTxuﬁ oy Y
¢59> 1001 LEGISLATIVE congsION: ) ¢ K
£60> 10.02 THECLOGICAL Fncrgunnuqsp " -
(61> 10.03 ]SSUE FRCTIONALISH . :
(62> $0:04! LEADERTKIP RACTIONALISM “ v
(63)710.05" STRATEGIC" OR Jﬁr?xan FRCTIONALISH

Ly (64) 10.06 PARTY PUREES " ¢ .

<65> 11.01. JMEMBERSH!IP hEQUInsnean :

¢66> 11.02 MEMBERSHIP PRRTICIPATION  * '

(67> 11.03 MATERIAL INCENTIVES

(68> 1104 'PURPOSIVE IHLEHTIVES

L6% 11, 0% DOCTRINISM 5

70> 11.08 PERSGﬁﬂL}Qm .

o

B

|-| Ry

FIGURE 2: List of 70 Items Defining a Record 'of Information

in, the RIQS File on Political Parties
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enabled us to respond easlly to three actual raequests for (1) the
napes, name changess and years of orlgin for ail parties In the study,
(Z) cerfain lssue orientation scores for selacted European partles,
anq (3) scores tor yet a different set of Issuye orientatlon varjables
for all the parties in the study. In each case, we used RIQS to select
from our ‘entire set of data onty that [nformation of interest to the
writer, and we were apie to provide not only the raw quantitative
codes we had assigned to the parties on the variables but also the
rich verbal discusslon supporting and otherwlise clothing the naked
data.

‘Ne can llldstrate thils usage of RIQS by reporting the results of

a search to dlsplay selected items of Information for selected parties
In the studys Consider this RIGS command:

ACCESS ICPP FILE

B;GIN SEARCH OF RECORDS 1+2+114125171,671

PRINT (1) (19) (32)
The PRINT statement In this command ldentifies the items of
Information to be retrleved: (1) the name of the party, (19) the
parfy s position on government onnership of the means of productlon.
and (32} 1he party®s ldaological positlon as descrlbed lndeéendentlv
"by *experts® in the United States and the Sovlet Union. The B8EGIN
SEA&CH OF RECORDS statement Identities the parties for which this
_infordatlon was requested. As revealed In Filgure 3, the six parties
' chosen *fnr this demonstration were the two major parties In the U.S.
and U.K. plus the Portuguese National Unien (now defunct, It was
Salazar®s old rullng party)s and the Communist? Party of the Soviet
Unlione.

It is atways risky for any broadty comparative cross—-national
researcher to expose hls codings for speclfic Instltutlions In
par?lcular countries to scrutiny by area and country experts. The
student who .analyses many lInstitutions across natlons must be
'satisfled with a level of knowledge that the expert would regerd as
supertlciai. But 1t is doubly dangerous to select ' for exposure the
poll?lcallv dellcaté topic of party lideoiogy. Perhaps the cholice Iis .
toothardy, but i1+ - also seemed the most stringent tesft of the
information base itself. Given the |[International setting for this
paper, the challenge ‘won out over cormon sense. In studying Flgure 3,
be reminded that the codes and text were prepared flve. to six years
agos and notnlng was changed for this paper. Moraeover, also recall
that the codes and texf apply to partles as they operated Ap 1957-62»
not as they necessarlly operate today. (Indeed, the Porfuguese party
no, longer existsy)

v Looking only at the scores tfor item 19, we find that these six
parfies span the conflnuun in our éoding of ownership of the means of
production. The leftlsf end Is anchored at +5 by the CPSU, while the
Portuguese. National Union at =5 represents the other extreme. The
other foqr parties '‘are positioned In the middle ground. The British
Labour '‘Party stands closest to the CPSU and is the only other party on
tha “*leftist® side of the continuusie The U.S. Democratic Party is
located silghtly to the rlght of the midpoint, Just sl ightiy 1less

]
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RECORD WUNBER 1

Ls FPARTY NAME AND COOE MIMBER
AMERICLAN DEMDCRATIC PARYY, 001

19 3,01 DuMERSHIP OF REAMS OF PRDDUCTINN
"l
IN GENERALs, THE DEMDCRATS HAVE NOT AOYOCATEY GOVERMMENTAL CINTROL OF BAsIC INBUSTRIESs WITH DONE EXCEPTION.
THEY HAVE TENDED TD FAVOU GOVERNNENTAL OWNERSHIP OF POMER FACILITIES IN THE SQUTH AND WEST, THE DEADCRATS
BACKED RURAL ELECTRIFICATINN PROGRAMS IN THELR PLATFCAMS OF 19352 AND 19568, AND TN 1960 THEY CALLED FOR THE

DS:ELD’HE!T OF WULTI-PURPISE PLAKS FOR MAJON WIVER RASINS=—ALTHOUGH THEY DI0 MOT PUSH NEW PROJECTS OWCE IN
OFFICE.

32a  Jeld 7 3,13 UE~<SOVIEY EXPERTS LEFT-RIGHT RATINGS
UsSe SATS NOTHING 5
SOVIEYS SAY 1, OME OF THMF TWO PARTIES OF MONOPOLISTIC CAPITAL YW THE UShe IN THE SECOND MALF OF THE ]9TH
CENTURY, THE PARTY PECAME OME OF THE AULTHG PARTIES OF FIRAnCIAL CAPITAL., AT TwIs TIME, OIFFERENCES BETWEEM

THE DEAGCRATIC AMD PEPUNLICAN PARTIES BECAHE .QBLITERATED AS SOTH BECANE THE POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS GF THE
RULING TLASS 0{ THE BOURGEODTSIE,.

. RECORD WUFSER z
$s PARTY HAME aND CODE HURBER
SUB=Y,4sse AMERICAN REPUSLICAN PARTY, Gﬂz

19. 5,031 CUNERSHIP OF MEANS OF pRrODUCTIONM
=3y ACY
IEI’U!LICINS MAYE CONSISTEMTLY QPPOSED TME ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL  'WALLEYY AUTHORITIES, SUCH AS TVA, AND LIMV!
SO0 46 AIMST FEOERAL GNVEPYMENTEL OVKERSHIP OF POVER FACILIVIES BUILT IN CINNECTIOY WITH SUCK FRGJICTS,
ITMOEEDs THE PARTY W44 EONTINUALLY WORKED TO RESTORE POWER DEVELOPMEMTS TO PRIVATE ENTERPALISE. [N AODITIONS
THE PARTY HAS SUPPORTED THE FREE EN'EIPIISE SYSTEM TH COMMON CARRIER TRANSPORTATION, AMD LY MAS OPPCSED TweE
FEDERAL GOVE ENMENT®E CLATR YO DIL IN THE TTDEI.AHIS OFF STATE COAS'S- (HARRIS, 1962a=12}

3. 9414 /’oll’ US~=SO¥IET EKPERTS LEPT-RIGHT RATINGS .
VeSe SATYS HGTHIH
SOYVIETY Savy 'Y OHE OF TWOD PARTIES ar HUNDPNISTKC APITAL IN THE UShs AFTER THE CIVIL Wal, THE PARTY RECANE Q
REACTIONARY PARTY OF THE UPPER BOMGEOLSIE AND 4 SUPPORTER OF LARGE KONOPIRIES.

. _—
RECORD NUNBE R 1 * ! '
3o PAATY HANE AND COCE MUMBER . <

BRITISM LABOUR paaTY, 011

29 5,91 DUNERSHIP OF HCANS DF PRODUCTION

: 3 ALT

IN THE ELECTION ©F 1943, THE VICTORIOUS LABCUR PARTY CARPAIGNED ON A PROGRAK DF NATTOWALIZATION, WHICH WAS-
CATRIED (T2 1O VAPIIUS OEGRFES, IN THE COAL INDUSTRY, ELECTRICITYs GAS, RAILWAYS, .ROLD TRANSPORT, STEEL, AND
BAMLING. PLEGGED TN ETYTEND THE SCOPE OF NATIONALISATION IN 1930, THE LABDUR GOVERNMENT IN FACT FAILED TO ACY
AND EVEN ORGFPED PLANS TI NATIONALISE THE SUGAR AND CEMENT INDUSTRIES. PLEDGES TO RENATIOMALISE THE STEEL
INDUT JRY WERE CONSTANT AFTEP'THE CONSERVATIVES DENATIOMALTZEQ TMEN IN 1951, BUT PLANS:TD EITEND THE SYSTER TO
MADAD AREAS OF THE ECONDMY FROM WATER SUPPLY TO MACHINE TOOLS WERE EVEMTUALLY SHELVED IN Fi OX OF YAGUE
PRONISES TO TAKE OVEY YCINCERNS THAT FAIL THE WATION,' OESPITE aM QCCASIONAL VOTCE DENANDING THE 46OLITION DF
CAPITALTSW, THE PARTY MBS AY 1999 QUICK TO DESTROY RUMOURS THAT TT INTENDED TQ TAKE DVEN THE 600 LARGER FIRMS,
EMTSTING THAT ITS PLANS VERE REGULATORY ONLY,. THE PARTY SET IMCREASING STORE UPOR *ENTERPREISE. ' EVEN IN
3 ‘o PRIVATE HANOS AMD TOWARNS THE END OF THE PERICD WAS URGING THAT THE CORMUNITY BE ALLOWED TO PRIFLIT FROM [HE

- THE FRUITS OF CARITALISM *AY THE :PURCHASE OF SHARES OF PUBLIC INVESTAENT AGENCIES' FOR REVEMIE,

15 0 ¥ MATIIMALISATEON, KOWFVFP» W8S INCREASINGLY A DEAD ISSUE ELECTORALLY AND THIS PARTTALLY-JCCCUNTS FOR DECREASDNG

¥ * LQYALTY TO THE PRINCIPLE, WOVEWERs ALL ATTENPIS TO DROP THE IDEAL OF PUSLIC WI‘EIS]‘I’F FROM THE PIIT"S
PROGRAR IN 19%9 WwERE DEFEATED.

» B2e .34 7 3415 US==SOVIET EXPERTS LEET=RIGHY uuna 1 ol
e US SATS 35 WON-COMPUNIST.LEEY
i o SOVIETS SAY 2o THE PARTY NUMBERS ANDNG £TS RANKS TRADE" GWION NERBERS AND MEARERS OF CODPERATIVE SOCIEVIES any,
T PROFESSIONAL ORCANIZATIONS,” IT WAG & BROAD PROGRAR OF SOCIDECINONIC REFORMS, SUT IT SUCCUMBED TO PRESSURE

FRON EMGLISH MONOPOLISTIC CIRCLES AMD INTERAMATIONAL FINAMCIAL UNIONS A0 WAT UNABLE T CARAY QUT'ITS REFDRR3.
. ! A
tlcmn LT R 1z, 4
‘Yoo PARTY WAME AND CODE NUNBEN
SRETISH CONSERVATIVE: PARTY, O12
STRIETLY SPEAKING, THE PEGA CONSERVATIVE PARTY APPLYES ONLY'TD THE PARLIARENYARY DRGIMIZATIONS WHICH IS
SUPPORTED OUTSIOE OF PARLIANENT BY THE MATIOWAL LMTON OF CONSEAVATIVE AMO UNIONTST ASSOCEATIONS DF £nGLAND a0
WALES AND SEPARATE CRGANT ZATIONS IN SCOTLAND ANC MORTHERM INELAND,.
‘28, B.0L OWNERSHIF OF WEANS OF PROBUCTIN .
‘Z’ ACT
THE PARTY'S ATTITUDE TO THE CWRERSHIP OF THE MEANS GF PROODUCTION IM THIS PERIOD WAS SOREWHAT AMBIGUQUS. PARTY
ORATORY CONSISENTLY DEMOUNCED STATE . DWMERSHIP IN PRINCIPLE AMD "ALIGNEDITSELF wITH FREE PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND
ON ACCESSIONTTO PAWFR IN 1041 THE PARTY OEMATIONALIZED SEVERAL IWOUSTRIES, WITASLY STEEL AND R0AD HAULAGE.
BOTH ACTIONS AND RHETORYC, HOWEVERm WERE OECEPTIVE. AS & CONSECUENMCE OF THEIR CPUSHING ELECTCRAL DEFEAT IN
1045 THE PARTY LEADERSHIP MAD COME YO REALISE THAT CERTAIN SOCIAL-UEMOCRAVIC PAMGRAMWES, TNCLUDING A DECREE Of
NATIOMALTSATION, WERE TNSEPANABLE FHONM ELECTCRAL SUCCESS.  IN OPPOSTTION, THEREFORE, THE PARTY CONCERTRATED
1 1TS ATTACK UPON RECENTLY AMD IMEFFICIENTLY NATIONALLSED INTUSTRIES, WHILE CRITICISING ONLY THE WAMAGERENT OF
OY4EAS. 1IN GOVERNMENT. WIREOVER, THE EXTVENT OF QEMATIONKALTSATION WAS LESS THAN PLEDGED AND THE PARTY EVEN
i s WOLUNTARILY EXPANDED TME STATE SECTON CNTO ELECTRICAL GENERATION BY ATOHIC POVEN, SEEXING CREDIT FOR THIS
ACTION IN ITS PAOPAGANDA.
3y %434 7 5419 US==5OVIET EXPERTS LEFT-RIGHT RATINGS
* NS SAYScl, CONSERVATIVE
o SOVIETS SAY 1, REPRESENTED #Y THE AULING CLASSE'S OF ENGULAND AND AEFLECTS THE THTENESTS OF RAJOR FINANCIAL ANO
. IMDUSTRIAL CAPITAL IND LAMIDWNERS. YNEMBERS ALSO INCLUGE YPPER MILLFaAY.OFFICENSs CIVEL SERVANTS, PART OF THE:
t BOURGEDISTE INTELLIGENTS TAs PERCHANTS," AND WORKERS ARTSTOCRACY.

RECORD MUMBER 1Tl
1y PARTY MAME LMD COOE MUMBRER
(PORTUGUESE NAT TONAL UNTON, 171
UNTAO WACIONALs 171
I.l. $.01 OWNERSHIP OF MEANS OF PADOUCY ION
=% AL9 7
DRIHIE ﬂ“Elshl! 1S & GENERALLY AC:E"ED PRINCIPLE AND INVITES LTTTLE: DISCUSSION TN THE LITERATUAE. EVEN N
. THE CASE OF THE AAILMIYSs THE STATE HOLDS CMLY A ANINORITY QF THE SHARES. -
e Sel 4 9.15 us——$0VIET EFPERTS LEFT=RICHT RATINGS
" U.3 SaTE Ouli\' THAT THE PARTY 13 AUTHORITARIAN A
P SOVIETS 3AY 1J FASCYST CHARACTER, ANTI=COMAUNIST, Anu-scl_uer. REPRESSION OF DEWOCRATIC FORCES,

RECORD WUMBER 571
3 PARTY HARE AND UDE HUMBER

COMMUNEST PARTY OF THE SOVIEY UNION. CPSU, 671

KOMNUNTSTICHES KAl & PARTITA SIVIETSKUGT SUTULA
i o+ 194 *Be0l OuNERSHIP OF MEMKS OF PIUQUCTIU'I )
- ' s ACH i
WHILE GOVEANMENT UHNEISH!F SF ALL MEANS OF INDUSTRIAL_AMD AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION EXISTS GEMERALLY, VESTIGES
Qf PRIVATE GWNERSHIP WEMATIN IN THE SOVIET AGRICLLTURAE SYSTEM AS ENEMPLIFLED BY THE PRIVATE PLOTS OWNED
INDBYIDUALLY BY THE COLLECTIVE FARM WORKER. TNOEED, «THE COLLECTIVE FARMER S=awu0 NUMBEA 50s 000000 ~=ARE NOT
GOVERNYEMT SALARIEP S THEIR COUNTERPARTS OR THE STATE FARMS, BUT IN PRIMCIPLE JOEMTLY OMM THE COLLECTIVE FARN
AND SHARE IM. TTS PROCEEOS. TH THE EARALY 19409%, THERE ALSO REAMINED APPROXTHATELY 200,000 PRIVATE FAPRERS, |
ALTHIUGH GOVERNMENT OMNERSHIP AND COXTROL ALSO EXTEND INTO ALL AREAS OF BUSINESS A% WELL AS HON=HUSINESS
ACT IVITIES==5UCH AS EDUCATION, SCIEMCEs ARTS~=AND THE PROVISION OF PUBLIC AND PROFESSTOMAL SEAVICES. PRIVATELY

SI:AIS;ED ARTISANS WUMSER ANOUT 900,000 AND A FEw DOCTORS, DENTISTS, AMD LAWYERS COKDUCT PRIVATE PRACTICE OM
“TH CEs
32, 9418 7 3,15 us--SOViEY EK!E ars eer-rlont %l'ﬂl‘!

UeSs “SAYS & COMMUNIST, *

SUYIETS Savy MO THING.

FIGURE 3: Example of RIQS Prlntout of Issue Orientation Items ¢
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rightlst than the Brltish Conservatives. The U.S. Republlcan Party Is
placed further to the right but not as far as the Portuguese Party.

The *"AC7* codes accompanying our scores for the Democraticy
Labour, and Conservative partles reveal somethlpg tess than complete
confidence In those evaluations, while the "ALS" codes for the other
partles iIndicate more satisfaction with their placements. The text
accompanyling each code {3 intended to provide some explanation of the
coding Judgment. Obvipusiy, the brief space alfiotted to these comments
dictated that they be only illustrative rather than complete
discusslons of any party®"s positlons, and no doubt the remarks will
themseltves occaslion some disputes concerning our jinterpretations. But
it one wishes to improve the quatlity of Information In the system, one

mast Invite such disputes and provide for correcting or extending the
data according to new arguments or [nformatjion.

One should always inquire into the validlty and rellabl ity of
any research, especlally a study which seeks to "rate® parties for
their lssue orlentations. Concern about the valldlty and relliability
of our research was paramount In the ICPP Project and has been
discussed at {ength eisewhere, (See Janda, in press, Chapter 14.) In
this papersy we will only consider the matter of the rellability of our
scoring ot parties on ownership of the means of production by
comparing our ratings with those of presumed "experts® in the Unlted
States and the Soviet Union. The experts® ratings are reported under

ltem 32 in Flgure 3.

From ¢the early 1950s untll 1374, the U.S. State Department"s
Bureau of Intelligence and Research classified parties as *Communist,®
*Non-Commynist Left,* *Center,* and *Conservative® in jts annual
report, Horld Sirengih ot Communist Bacty Organlizatigns. In addition
to providing detajled information on the membership and strength of
communist parties throughout the worldy this publication reported
election results and leglsiative representation for alt parties In
each country, wlth the parties <classlified in one of the ftour
categories mentioned above. Aithough the State Department appears not
to have wused °“rlght® or *rightist® as a regular categorys it
occasionally ldentifled parties as ®"ultra-conservative® or, as In the
case of the Portuguese National Unlan, *authoritarian.® The ICPP
Project has transliated the State Department*s four regular categories
into the foilowing scalet 1=Conservative, 2=Centery 3I=Non-Communjst
Left, and 4=Communlst. Naturally, the State Department did not rate
the American parties, but one can see that their ratings for the other
parties corresponded rather welil to our scorings on ownership of the
means of production.

Those who might be suspicious of values or blases affecting the
judgments of country experts [n the U,S. State Department might
welcome the alternative ratings by experts iIn the Soviet Union,.
Politicheskie Partll Zacubezhnykh Siran (Polltical Parties of Foreian
Couptrliess 1967} Is a Soviet publiication that reviews the orlgins,
support, and programs of partles across the world. Done |in
reference-book style Ilike Horid 3Strenath af Communist Party
Organjzationss this source devotes approximately a page to each
country covered. White [+ does not convenlently classlfy parties iInto
four categorijes 1lke the State Department, 1t does employ a limited
and famillar vocabulary In describing partles. HWe have translated
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these descriptions into a three-point scale as follows: /3/

i = Rightt partlies described as supported by the upper
bourgeolsies church leaders, landowners, reactionarles-
capitallsts, anti-democratic efements, anti-communists

Centert parties characterized as supported by the petty
bourgeolslie or characterized with contradictory teras
Leftt parties supported by workers or revoiutionary,
soclalists or progressive forcesj parties described as
Communisty Marxist-Leninist, or Soclatlist
Naturally,. the Soviet experts did not rate the CPSUs but one .can see
that their evaluations of the other parties on the left-right scale
again coinpclded rather well with the ICPP Project®s classlfication for
ownershlp of the means of production. Moreover, the U.S. and Soviet
experts are largely In agreement on the three parties that they both
describe. The only discrepancy, and It Is slight, concerns the British
Labour Parfy, which fthe UsS. rates as definitely leftist, while the
Soviets describe it somewhat ambiguously, leading to our
interpretation of their Judgment as “*cenfristv.’

~n
il

7]
[}

‘These isolated <comparisons are lnferestlnfilgut ;her{ lsdTlso
y of our’ coding.

What is fhe relatlonshlp between our codes and the experts™ ratings
for all ithe parties in the study? To express this relationship
succinctly, we must ?urn to the fast aspect of the ICPP Project®s
*information systen, the mahagement of quantitative dats collectad on
the parties.

Analyzing Quantitative Data id the ICPP Project

The scores and assoclated adequacy-confidence codes for 111
vdriables subsumed bv the ICPP conceptual framewoark were incorporated
inty a computer data fTile for processing with SPSS. (Statistical
Package for the Soclal Sclences). (See Nle et al, 1976.) SPSS can be
used to geaenerate a cross-tabulation between the two sets of experts®
ratings and government ownership of the means of oproduction for all
parties scored on these variabies in the 1957-62. The cross-tabulation
appears In Table .3.

*

"
- s — .

Tabie 3

I L
. - — P A
a

.3

One can see the 'sStrong relationship between our scdring of
partles on éwnershlp of the means of production and the U. Se. ratlings
!or 97 parties and also, between our scores and the Soviet ratlngs for
109 parties. ‘The correlatlons are »81 and .75 respectively for the
data 'in the tables. 74/ The simitarity of these results leads to the
expectation of a high correlation between the U.S. and Soviat ratings
fhenselves. In fact, the correlation Is a very high .86+ as displayed
in Table 4. The Americans and Soviets differ no more than one code
number for all the partles, with one exception: a party ciassifled
*Non-Communist Left® (our code 3) by the State Department but
classifled as ~Rightist* (our code 1) ‘from our reading of the Soviet
description. This party was the Social Christian (COPEI) of Vonezuelas
which the Soviets .described as representing the Interests of
iandowners, upper bourgecisie, and church leaders~~resulf&ng in our

x
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*Rightist® classiflcation. Otherwise, there Is an extrsordinary, and
perhaps unexpected, simlilarifty between the ratings of parties on the
left-right continuum by eéxpérts In systems with aopposing ldeologles.

Tabte &4

Of course, the Ieft-rlth con?lnuum embraces a varlety of Issues
Iin addition to *ownership of the means of productione.® The ICPP dafa
can be used to determine what other Issues relate to the exoerts
ideological ratings. Table 5 reports the simple correlations between
the party scores in 1957-62 and the scales created to capfure the UsSe
and Soviet experts® rafings. Not all 147 parfies In 1957-62 could be
scored on all 13 lIssues. Moréover, the Soviet source ‘only reported
information useful for coding 117 partiesy and the UsS. source
cliassified only 101. Thusy the numbers of parties underiylng ‘each
correlation varies wifh the 'issue. The average number supporting the
correlations with the Soyiet ratings is B7 and that for the U.S. Is
‘79. Although the data are not complete. substantial numbers of
potlticall partles are invoived In these correlaftons. and the results
cannot be atfrlbuted to ldiosvncraflc patterns'of a, few cases.

» " cmem—da o , .

i 5 3
¢ a . Tab!e 5 "y 31‘ .

%

There are several striking teaturés about the data_ in Table Be
Flist. the correlaflons of the issue orienfaflon varlabies nlth the
Me S. ratings and the Soviet ratings are similar over 'al'l the lssues.
which follons from the. high corretation betmueen the experts
themselves. Second, note the signs attached to the correlations.
Recall that the varlables were all operationallzed in a manner which
equated positive scores with *leftist® positions and negative scores
witn ‘rightist® posltlons. For most of the lssues, "leftism® was
Interpreted as favoring greater governmental activity in the Issue
area. Accordlng to fthe assumption Into our scoring, theraeforeé, all
thirteen issue varlables shouid cdrrelate positively with the experts®
ratings, which were also coded with ‘the high wvalues equated with
*leftism.® The corrsgafions are' indeed positive for ait but ?hrea of
» the thirteen varliables, 'and only two dlsplay‘negatlve correlations for
both experts®* ratlngs} W "

*Support of: the mllltarv Is consistently and significantly (at
the .85 level) correla?ed negatlvelv with expert ratings of party
ldeology. Although the grahflhg of increased finariclal support to the
mititary would appear to6 be consistent with a general position
favéring greater, governmental activity to solve soclal probiems, the
parties of the world are abjle to. SQparate this parflcular lssue areas
tfrom their basic overnmenta! phlrosophv. with partles ‘of the Fight
and left switching positlons, ‘as It were, when the support of the
military is at hand. Thus, the~"popular® image of rightist parties
being pro-mitltary and feftist parties being anti-military ‘tends tp be
confirmed, contrary to the Yoglic "of our scorlng.

“Electoral participation® and °supranatliona! integratlon® are the
two .other lissues which are either negativety or negligibty relatad to

BN
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Cross-Tabulation of U.S. and Soviet Experts’

. Retings of the World’s Parties

Soviet Experts'

U.S. State Depsrtment Experts
Communist Leftist Center Conservative

. 4 3 2 1

Right: 1 1% 12 24

Ceater: 2 16 11 3
18 7

Left: 3

Pearson's correlation, r = .86

" *COPEL in Venezuela; see discyssian in text.
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TABLE 5:

Corrélations of Experts'

Ratings with all Issue Orientation Variables

H r

Isdue Ordentation Variables
* 1Y

k] Ly

e}

u.s. Experts
#

Soviet Experts

‘Government Ownership# ¢81 } .75 \
' 13
» , 1
Fconomic Planning* .61 229 .
Y I
Redistribution of Wealth* i .70 .66
. i
Social Welfare#* * * .53 .50 " .
A \ 3 Y O f ‘ ]c' ¥
l1St=_~1:.u1,a,rzl.za.t:Lon of Society¥ " .39 %40 +
’ ¥ ¥y ® -
Support Of the Military** - - -, 29 2,37 . . B '
4 *
' £ . g W o4,
East/Wést Alignmept¥ ot oo [‘.72 - :é7 v
ol LA Ch g ik u
£ « ¥ % S ¥ JE i
AntilColodial fsm* W .38 ,40 S
‘ " - ks e b " ' ’ ‘ TR
= Sup;anatioﬂ;l Integration ' ~e12 8 02
i § “t
o b
. Natiopal Integration 19 .37 '
Electoral Parficipation¥* -.15 ! ~.24
¥ .
k) B f
Protection of Civil Rights¥*# .26 125 o« .
Intetference with Civil ‘LiBerties#* .20 248, .
&
My .| ! 1
i - - - i T T - - -"" 3 5 50 #
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the expént ratings. For both droupss high electoral participation Is
pet a hallgark of fleftlsms, and *supranatlional Integration® (e.Qes
support® ot the European Community) Is essentially wunreliated to this
continuum also.

As we examine more carefully the U.S. and Soviet patterns in
comparison with one another, some of the minor deviations begin to
gain lmportance, [leading toward an understanding of what we did not
know before?! precisely which tactors dg Influence U.S. and Soviet
evaluyations of polltical parties as *"leftist® and "rlghtist.” Issues
with high correlations for both experts In Table 5 signal the
exlstence of important factors In thelr ideological ratings. /57 The
factor that appaars to loom largest In thelir Judgments Is the parties*
positions on ®government ownershlp of the means of production,® which
correlates the hlighest with the ldeological rankings of communists and
capltalists alike. Although the next two issues are also economic in
chd?acter and have substantial corretations with the Soviet and U.Se.
ratings, they seenm less important than .the non-economic but
polltically strategic varlable, "East/Hest allgnment,® whose
correlations are second only fo ownership of production. Thus it
appears that a party®s oposition on global politics contributes
independently of 1ts econosics to Ifs placemdnt on the left-right
scale.

If we ligrlt osurselves to accepting as lImportant Ingredients of
common teft-right judgments only those Issues which correlate
conslsfenflv gbove .45 In Table 5, our search Is satisfled oniy by
“economic plannlng, *distribution of wealthy® and *soclal welfare®~-
in addl?lon to government ownership and East/West alignments It seens
?hat the Soviet and Amerlcan experts relled on these flve iIn
approximately the same extent In waking their Judgments. But looking
further, we tind that the qulefs are somewhat more likely to involve
in thglr ratings, the parties®' positions on such issues as-
*secularization of society,* °®support of the mifltary,® and ®national
integration.® The U.S. State Department, on the other Hhand, Is !es$
likely to raefiect any of +these political issues In thelir ratings,
which are based more on party ecbnomlqs. Thus there are Important
simitarities In the experts® badses of Judgment but sjignificant
differences as well. By and Ftarge, the Soviet evatuation (s senslitive
to a uld;r range of issues fthan the U.S. ‘evaluation, which,
lronlcally. tends to* classify partles on a more economlc--even
Marxist-~-basis.

Sunmary and Conclusion

The [nformation processlng techniques® described in this pager
have been dlscussed mainly for thelr contributions to managing h

Information collected in the ICPP Pro]ject rather than for their role
in analyzing the ln!ormatlon to advange our understanding-of political
‘parties. 0f coursey the project exists for the comparative analyslis of
partles across nations and not primarily for the cdllection and
dis?rlbutbon of data. On)y a ftew examnples of studies done at
Northwestern Unlversity with the ICPP. data will be clited to illustrate
the research undertaken already. Studylng the effect of environmental

and party-level factors on centralization of power within parties
Harmel! "(1978) found that environment alone (l.e.p, fthe polltlca}
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structure of the country and its demographics) explained 68 percent of
the wvariance in party centralization. Inaquiring into the etfect of
social support on electoral success, Giflles (1379} conciuded that
electoral success wWas as llkely to cause social diversity as it Was
likely toa be a consédayence of social diversityy, which runs counter to
most arguments (in the literature. In his studies of environmental
effects on complexity of party organization, Janda (1978) determined
that 70 percent of the variance in party complexity could be explained
Wwith a combination of € envircnmental varjiables and & party-tevel
variables, and {in keeping with Harmel®s findings) the environmental
tfactors themselves accounted for most of the total effect on
comptexlty. In a later study of organizational effects on party
performancey, Janda (1979a) found that complexityy centralizations, and
involvement could exblain nearly 30 percent of the varjance in
electoral success, with cdmplexity and centralization both positively
related to étectoral success, while Involvement was negatively
related. The -same variables, plus factionalism, could also explain
about 40 percent of the variancé in party cohesion in conflictual
legislatures.,

Although it s truye that the ICPP Project is essentially a
quantitatively oriented studyy the iInformation technology that [t
utilized is not wedded to that type of studve Any scholarship which
involves compiling .Jarge bdlibliographies, storing and retrieving
documents for analysis, and storing and retfrieving conious notes on
those documents should find value in informationr processing
technology. And when the time comes to write the research report,
modern technology can be used to advantage In drafting and edjiting the
'texts This papery, for example, was composed directly on a computer
terminal over a nine day perliod. The flnal copy was then printed
without the annoving wait for it to be typeds If Iinformation
tachnoltogy has no other benefits for humanity than prompt return of
neatly typed manusc¢riptsy impatient scholars might find that adequate
justification for its use,
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EQOTNQTES

1. According to the 1978-79 Report of the Inter-Unlversity
Consortium for Political and Soclal Research, which Iis the 1leading
repository .and distributor of computerized data flles, Consortlum
member$hip 1s hetd by institutions In 13 countries outside the United
States. This includes Austnalia, B8elgium Brazil, Canada, Federal
Republac of Germanys Israel, Japan, Kuwait, the Netherlands, Norway,

. Sweden, <Swltzerland, and the United Kingdom. Interest in computer
analysis in other countries was demonstrated at a 1974 Conference on
Computer Appllications to Social Inquiry held In Warsaw and attended by
represéntatives from Bulgaria, Czechosldvakias Finlandsy Hungarys
Yugoslavias and, of course, Poland.

}

2 The Eastman Kodak Company has’ informed me that the MIRACODE

s¥stem has been superceded by thelr "ORACLE®" system, which handles the
storage; and retrieval of Iinformation from micraofilm somewhat
4 differantiy from that' described here.

. 3¢ I mish to, thank my nifes, Ann Janday for <transtiatipg the ,
Ruéslan~language source material referred to In this paper,

_ 4e Due simply to the fact that the U,S. ratings are measured on a
?%hp-poiﬁt scale and- the Sovief ratings ‘on a three~-point 'scale, one
would expect ‘somewhat higher correlatlons between the U.S. ratings and
the issue scores than between ‘the' Soviet ratings and the Issue scores.
In essencey the argument is that the greater’ number. ;of scale polnts
*allows for finer and thus 'fruer' measuremént, which would vield a
glgher correlation.
5. *tlectoral participation® and *supranational integration® are
not the only varfables only weakly related to thé experts® ratings.
The last five variables ali have uninspiring corretations with their
ratings. Aftthough, theré Is some element of commohality ambng these
variables and an underlving |eff—right continuum, it Is not great, and
t ‘one syspgects there is some other dimension that might hoid more in
common with the errant variables,
! . A general ,statistical method for kdentlfying such underliying
glmenslqns ls factor analysis, and a factor analysis of the entire
”mafrbx of infercorrelatlons did prove helpful. In brief, the analysis
dlsclosed four factors accounting for 70. percent of the variance among
the thlrteen issues put only two major dlmensLons. The first was the
postuiated left-right dnmeps;on, which encompassed the six varjiables
starmed ih Table 5. The second dxmenslon extracted high Ioadlngs from
thes® variablest supnor? of the mibitaryy* *electoral parflclpation,
i+ "protection of civil rightsy® and “inter'fefrence with civll liberties."
This pattern of varlables has been interpreted as lndicaflve of an
Underlying *"liberalism® factor--so namgd due to the predominance of
3 variables associated with ‘classical 1liberal values. These varlables,
which are double—sfarréd . In  the table, -are intercorrelated moré
closely pmong themselves than they are with those in the left-right

factor, .
B

W

¥

ll




‘NIE, Norman.gt als SPSS:i Slatistical Package for the Sgcial Sclences.

Janda 13

REELRENCES .

[ L

GHOSH, Sakti P. and Leonard Y. LIU (eds.)s AFIPS Copnterepce
Prpceedingse 1978;, Montvale, New Jersey?! AFIPS Press, 1978.

GILLIES, Robin. *Social Diversity of Political Partles: Sources
and Conséequences.® Unpublished Ph.D Dissertation, Northmwestern
University, 1979.

HARMELs Robert. *The Reldatjve Impacts of Country-Level and
Party-Level Factors on, Party QDecentrallizationt A Cross-Nationail
Analysis.® Paper dellvered at the 1378 Annual Meeting of the
Southwestern Pollitical Science Associations Houston, Texas.

JANDAy Kenneth. "Political Research with MIRACODE: A 16mm Microfilim

Information Retrieval System,® Soclal Scjence Informations
6 {Aprif-June, 1967), 169~-181.

-------- ~-~-~-, Information Retriévali Applications 1o Bolitical
Science, Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrili! .Company, 1968a.
------------ ~-+ "Retrieving Intormation for a Comparative Study ot

Political Partles, ™ in William J. Crotty (ed.)s Agproaghes 1o
= the Study 9t Party Q_ggn;za;;gg; Bostong All'yn and Bacon, 19868b.
Pps. 159-215,.

Semmm—mm———— --a *A ﬁlcrofxlm and Computer System for Analyzing

' COMparative Politlcs Literature,” in George ‘Gerbner gt alsy
(eds.) s+ Ihe Analvsis of Commupication Contents New Yorks
Hlley, 1969% Pp. 407- 435,

—emdileavanaa ~» *0ata Quality Confrol and tibrary Research on
Politlcal Parties,"® in Raoul Naroll and Ronald ‘Cohen {(eds.),
Ihe Hapndbook of Method in Cultural Apihropologye New Yorks:
Natural History Press, 1970. Pp; 962-973.

--------- -y ‘Envxronmental Constraints on the Qlegree of Party
Drganlzation. Paper delivered at the Conference on Political
Parties in Modern Societies, Northmestern Unlvqrsifv, 1378.

e ——— e ————— « *Varjations in Party Organization gcross Nations and
Differences in Party Performance.® Paper prepared for delivery at
the 19793 Annual Meeting of the American Political Sclence
Assocxatxonq Washington, D.Cs '

e e —a - « Interpnatiopal Comparstive Political Parties Dataset.
Ann Arbor, chh1gan= Inter Untversitv Consortium for Political

. and 3ocilal Re§earch. ICPSR Edition, 1978b.

*--------~:----fagmnanallug Political Pactles: A Cross=National
Surveys New York- The Free Pressy, in press,

MITTMANy Benjamin and Lorraine BORMAN {éds.)s Persafallzed ﬁﬁlﬁ
Egsg Systems. New York: HWiley, 1975.

MONETA, Josef {eds). Information Iechnology: Preceedings of the 3cd
Jderusalam Conference on Information Technoloay, 1378.

Amsterdam: North Holland Publishing Company, 1978.

MURDGCK, George P. of .ali Oufline of Cyltural Matsrials. &ih
£ditions New Haven, Connecticut: Human Retations Area Fllés,
1967. i

5t

Nen York$ McGraw=-Hijls 1975.

WILLIANS, Martha €. (ed.) Appual Review gf Infermatloh Science ang
Igghnglggx; lglgmg 13. White Plains, New Yorki: Knowledge
Industry Publishing Company, 1978.



http://ScJ.fiQE.e_t
http://iojaaar.ally.fi
http://lifa.LLSl.UaI



