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" chance for winning the electoral votc
. through a recount required him to:
-~ shift a total of only 13,000 votes, but -

. in five different states There is little
* "democratic’ appeal .in ‘giving all a
‘state’s electoral votes to-a: candidate
ho barely won it. But the method has
he -unique advantage of having deci- -
_sively elected ‘our. presidents while -
- nanufactiring’ a { majority . electoral
"vote to bolster their authonty to gov- :
LeITL <
Those who would replace our cur-.
" rent presidential election system: with &
“a direct popular vote: should contem-»
plate the political skulduggery likely.to -
-+ ensue in a nationwide recount after a--
close - election. _Those , who  would
- replace the mnner-take—all system for
. state electoral votes with an appor-
.. tionment of electoral’votes. by con-
. gressional districts (as has occurred in
 Maine and recently Nebraska) should
-“ -understand that this. change will :
" . encourage .- political - entrepreneurs. |
) ~ "Running 1&:{3 minor pagrltly candidates,
" they would seek enough votes in tar--
FEDLEWMM‘““"”“’“'M ”"’“ ~ geted districts to throw a presidential
' election into the House of Representa- ,

Bg KEH?&E‘? H JANEA

?M&GINE th‘S Legay. Cence at Northwestern University-and
presidential election; Cli n~_f’e 2 tmme Futhors of The enge o
43.3 percent of the vote ’ Democracy: Government inAme

12,7 percent, with Perot” L : SR

.3.3 percent. Not .only, doés no one .,

vin an absolute majority of the popu-~

ar vote, but the two fron ers are
rarmail,' tied. The.leaders are- Sep:
ted by. only about '500,060

ta

ecisively. In 1876, Democrat Samud
ilden'won 51 percent of the popular
ote, in- November over Republican

xappeiﬁ? - Would+: the:istoc
rash? Would ith losing
W

tichard Nixon squeaked past Huben
fumphrey in one of the closest presi-
ientlal races in ‘our history.:Although
Jeorge Wallace, the third.candidate;
sarried’ five states and ‘took 46. elec-
oral votes, Nixon still. wort & solid
najority. (56 percent) of the" electoml
rote, emerging with a decisive margin

. Congress estabhshed an “Electoral
Commission .to decide . the. matter.
Eventually, the commission-reached a’
political decision and gave all 20 dis-*
s puted votes to Republican Hayes, In"
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return, the Southern Democrats. in; - COMU‘Y that selects 1ts leader by - rately tanled to declare a winner." - tives. Then they could trade their sup«”,
overn..’ sy 2w v Congress gained the ‘withdrawal of ~nationwide vote and the : only country .-~ Due to mistakes — whether acci- port for political favors.
Or consideran’ oser election. - “federal troops from the South and the - that has done so for more than 150 . \dental or intentional =~ all national . = Qur Constitution has largely pro-

n 1960, John Kennedy won only 49,7 . end of Reconstruction. Hayes was not: years, Few citizens realize how diffi- elections produce. results  that are : tected us' against such potential prob--
sercent of the vote to Nixon’s 49.5 . declared elected until March 2, almost ' cult it is to-conduct an election in a * really estimates of the winner rather ~ lems in electing our president through -
sercent — a difference of fewer than . four months after the elect:on Such a - ountry with many millions of voters . than true counts. ‘Even if the election . the long life of our democracy. We do
.20,000 votes. out_of 68 million: cast:j! .to ensure that the millions of votes-- ~is very close, there’ is ‘no’ point in;. . ‘not have the best presidential election |
ulJ there were no demands’ ford are” faitly’ counted at’the ‘local’ level, demandinga recount unless the state’s’’  system in democratic ‘theory, but' we l
i that' they. are’ reliably reported to “- votes are critical to the outcome of the”  may have the- best m govemmental

ecount. Kcnnedy, who had ‘56 per- -
=nt of the electoral vote, claimed g . higher. levels, and that they are accu-. .- electorai vote. In 1960, Nixon’s best | practice. i
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